Adoption of Children Bill,

[12 Avgusr, 1896.]

member of another place on whose hehalf -

I bring it uoder the notice of hon. mem-
bers.
the adoption of children, and to see that
when they are adopted they canoot be
taken away from those who have adopted
them when, perhaps, they are becoming
useful. Clause 2 defines what a child is.

The object of it is to provide for

Clauses 3 and 4 state by whom children

may be adopted and what the ages of the
persons adopting them must be. Claunse 5
states that evidence must be given before
a judge as to a child being under the age
of 15, and that the person proposing to
adopt it isa fit and proper person to have
the custody of it. When a child is
adopted it takes the legal status of a
child born in wedlock, but there is & pro-
vision by which such a child shall not
acquire any interests which would legally
devolve on the child of the adopting
parent. Clause B gives the adopting
parent the legal status over a child such
as the natural parent would have. The
remaining clauses are purely formal and
enable orders which bave been made to
be reversed or varied, and gives power to
the Governor to make rules for carrying
out the Act. I now move that the Bill
be read a second time.

Tae Hown. 8. J. HAYNES: I think
this is a useful Bill. It gives to those
who are charitable enough to adopt a
child some security and control over it.
There arve instances where children have
been adopted and cared for and then
when they have become useful they have
been taken away. I shall have pleasure
in supporting this Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 6:30 o'clock, p.m., ad-
journed unfil Thursday, 13th August,
18986, at 4-30 o'clock, p.m.
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Legrslatibe Jssembly.
Wednesday, 121k Augusi, 1896,

Question: Reported Eu ment of Wr. Speight—

Judges’ Pension Bill: flrst rendiog—Public Works
Bill: Arst readiog—Coolgnrdie Goldfields Water
Supply Loan Bill: third reading—Nfotion: To
recogmuse Female Suffrage — Purchase of Perth
Waterworks: the (overnor's Message; in com.
mitiee— Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION —REFPORTED ENGAGEMENT
OF MR. SPEIGHT.

Me. SOLOMON, in aceordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, Whether any negotiaztions have
taken place with Mr. Speight, the ex-
Commissioner of Railways m Victoria,
with reference to his holding a position
in the public railways of this colony.

Taue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—
None whatever.

JUDGES' PENSION BILL.

Introduced by the ATTorNEY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

PUBLIC WORKS BILL.

Introduced by the ATTORNEY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY LOAN BILL

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and trans-
mitted to the Legislative Couneil.

AMOTION—TO RECOGNISE FEMALE
SUFFRAGE.

Mz, COOEWORTHY, in accordance
with notice, moved *That, in the opinion
of this House, it is desirable, In the best
interests of the country, that the prin-
ciple of female suffrage should be recog-
nisgd in the Constitution.” He said:
On a previous oeccasion, in this House, T
had the pleasure of moving a motion
something similar to this one, and I was
rather sarprised ut the support 1 then
got—[The Premier: Hear, hear]—but
it was thought by many that to adopt
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female suffrage in this coleny wonld be !
a leap in the dark, and the motion was
not acceded to. Since then, however, the :
world has progressed ; New Zealand and !
South Australia have admitted women to
the suffrage; in England the county
council, the municipahties, and the school
boards have admitted women to the
suffrage; and even in our colony the
municipalities admit them to the suffrage.
Such wen as Lord Salisbury, My, John
Morley, and Mr. A. Balfourare in accord.-
ance with the proposal, as also are other
men of light and leading. But it is not
on these instances 1 take my stand. I
take my stand on right and justice.
Women have to obey the law—that law
which they have no voice in sending
members to this House to make; women
have to pay the taxes, and have no voice
in gending members who impose those
taxes; and it has always been maintained
that with taxation should go representa-
tion. Yet, as I said, women have o pay
the taxes, but have no voice in electing
those who impose those taxes. That, I
think, is not according to common sense,
nor according to right and justice. There
are also many women in this colony who
direct the labours of men, who pay men
and feed them; such as their shepherd,
their gardener, or their coachman; and |
yet the women who pay these workers
have no vote in the politics of the country,
while their shepherd, or gardener, or
coachman has a vote. Even the hon.
member for Nannine says women have
as much intelligence us men ; and surely
what more do we want than intelligence
to direct the vote? If a person has to
vbey the law, and has to pay taxes, and |
has intelligence to choose a representa-
tive, surely these qualifications ought to '
be sufficient.  Although I have frequently
thought, over this question, I have not
yet heard anything approaching to an
argument for showing why women should .
not have votes. I have heard the pro-
posal criticised vs “bosh ” and “rubbish”;
butthis is no argument why women should
not have votes, and I should only like to !
have some good reason why they should |
pot be admitted to the franchise. 1

Mrz. James: You will never get that
reason.

Mr. COOKWORTHY: No, that is
impossible, because they have got no such
reason to adduce; and the great majority
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. elsewhere.
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of men are like the lawyers, for when
they have no case they abuse their oppo-
nents by decrying o just principle as
“yubbish” or “hbosh”” I may mention

+ that at the Chicago Exhibition there were

four figures in wax—a raving lunatic, an
idiot, & criminal, and a woman-—and these
were the individuals who are not repre-
sénted in the constitntion. Willmembers
of this House put their wives, and their
sisters, and their daunghters in the same
category as the idiot, the lunatic, and the
criminal?  [Mr. Moraw: Or a member
of Parliament.] Yes, or some members
of Parliament. That is not a category in
which you would class your wives, your
sisters, or your daughters. Are they not
as well able to form an opinion on most
subjects as wen are? I will allow that
women are creatures of iwmpulse; but I
should like to know are not men the same?

- And is it ot a fact that the impulse of a

woman, as a rule, is far purer and higher
than that of a wan? I only trust that
this House will be actuated by a spirit of
common sense, of right and justice, in
acceding to the motion which is now
before them.

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Bir J. Forrest):
When this subject was discussed some
two years ago, on a proposal made
by the hon. member for Bussex—[THE
ArTTORNEY GENERAL: It was the femme
gole then]—I opposed the motion. I
do not exactly remember what I said
then, and have not looked up the
record; but I know I opposed that
motion not in the abstract, but I think
the argument I then wused was that
it was not desirable for us to embark
on legislation which had been so rarely
undertaken by any other legislature
in Australasia. T advised the House
then to wait a bit, and not be in a hurry
in regard to o measure of this sort; and
that every day we would be gaining ex-
perience of the working of the princple
I also said I did not see any
necessity for it—that there was no
demand from the women of this colony
for the frunchise. I have no doubt that
those hon. members who follow me now
will be able to answer these objections in
their own way, and perhaps to their own
sutisfaction.  Now, giving a vote to
women carries with it that you must
admit women to Parliament. [Me.
Smpson: Proveit.] Well, T will prove
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it. 8o soonas the vote becomes anything
like equal in a country,and there is a
demand for women to be represented in
the Parliament, it will be impossible to
refuse that demand. Can anyone say for
a moment it will be possible in South
Australia, where the female franchise has

{12 Aweusr, 1896.]

been given, to refuse the admission of |

women to Parlinment in a colony where
the women numberalmost as muny as the
men in voting power? That being so, if
the women desire to get into Parliament
in South Awustralia, there is not the
slightest reason why they should not do
so—-in fact, I believe that in - South
Australia provision has heen made that,
if women desire to be elected to Parlia
ment, they shall have the right to sit
as members. AsT said two yeafs ago,
if this is such a very good measure as
the hon. member for Sussex argues that
it is, and if it 1s a question of common
sense, how is it that in all the British
dominions, in the mother-country and in
all her possessions, at the present time
there are only two colonies that have
adopted female suffrage? I do not sup-
pose we concentrate all the wisdom of the
world in this legislature, and it does
seem to me an argument we should
seriously weigh, in a matter like this—
which must have come under the notice
and been thought of by all the legisla-
tures in the British dominions—that only
the colonies of New Zealand and South
Australia have, up to the present, adopted
female suffrage. Why should we in
Western Australia adopt it, seeing it has
had such a small trial in other parts of
the British dominions? T can under-
stand that if there were any great de-
mund for this franchise, and if women
were taking an active interest in this
matter, the question would beecome a
pressing one in this House, and we might
then fairly and 1easouablv consider it;
but since we have had 1Lspous1ble
government in this colony, there bas
never been a single representation from
the women of the colony made to the
Governmment or to Parliament, in regard
to this matter. That being so, why should
we take it up?  Whois forcing it along ?
Is it some fancy or some idea of the hon.
member for Susses, or of other hon.
members who are supporting him? Is
it an iden that they have conceived to
be a good thing? Many ideas of that
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sort ocenr to us, but there is no necessity
! for forcing them into lcglslatlon when we
know that no one requires thew, and no
one has asked for them. Why should we
move in this matter, especially when no
other legislature, with the exception of
two in Australasia, has adopted it. Of
course the hon. member makes some
capital out of the fact of women not
being represented. That is a very old
and long cry; but I think we have
e¢vidence that women have a great in-
fluence in the old country, and perhaps
in this also, upon politics. To say
they are not represented is hardly the
fuct, for though they may mnot be
represented personally in this House, yet
to say they have no influence on what is
going on in the country is not quite a
fact. I am now pgolng to use an
argument which I do not believe in, but
still I want to use it because it hag been
used so often by other hon. members
here; and that 1s, that this House does
not represent the country. [General
laughter.] We have been told this
session by several hon. members that
this is a moribund Parliament, and does
not represent the country. Well, if it
does not represent the country in the
case in which that argument has been
used, how can it be said to represent the

© country on this occasion? Because this

is a very vital matter, that of changing
the constitution of the country; and I
might argue that the people of the
country should have a voice in making
such an important change in the con-
stitution. I think the women of the
country should have something to say
about it. Do they want it? [M=z.
CooxworrHY : I think they do.] I
think they do not wantit. [Mg. James:
They know your views.] Perhaps I
might retaliate upon the hon. member
(3Lr. James) by making the same remark.
It seems to me, in & matter like this, we
should not be too mueh in a hwry; and
therefore I would bep the hon. member
for Sussex wot to press his motion at this
time. Let us have the whole of the
country active on this suhject, before

- attempting to deal with it; let us see the

women of the country coming forward,
demanding and desiring the s wnchise ;
let us see some lu-:t«mon on the subject;
let us be sure we are acting in the
interests of the women themselves; and,
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if a large number desire to have the
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- of women, let

franchise, and bring that desire before -

this House by representations, it will

then be a matter we should fully consider.
We need not be in too much of & bwrry

in  this colony, in taking up such
questions ; for we have got a great deal
to do in advancing our material progress;
and I do not know that the time has
arrived when we should embark in
speculative legislation of this sort. I
think we might wait awhile, and I hope,
therefore, the hon. member will not press
his motion.

Mr. JAMES: I desire to tender my
warmest congratulations to the hon.
member for Sussez, and to express the
hope that he will not be so false to the
cause he is fighting for as to withdraw
from the position he has taken up on this
occasion. I hope the hon. member will
divide, and, if it rests with me, I will cer-
tainly see there is a division on this most
important question. It seems to me
somewhat strange in these days, when we
hear so many complaints from the good
old fashioned Conservatives about the
decadence of chivalry, that it remains for
those fighting under a progressive banner
to show their chivalry, whilst those Con-
servatives who issue these jeremiads about
the decadence of chivalry decline them-
gelves to exercise it. We are fighting
for a goed principle. Our opponents
have this gratification, however, that the
position they take up is the position
occupied by thousands of other good
people, who are always opposing any
improvement or advance, and who, when-
ever this question has been brought
lefore any legislature in the world,
have always opposed it by arguments
such as we have heard from the
Premier, and which we have heard
on a previous occasion in this House.
Men say, where is the demand, clamour,
or agitation for it? But I have said
hefore, and I say it again, it is one of
wy articles of faith that we should be
doing wrong to let a just principle stand
over because not clamoured for. If
you have agitation, you have passion and
prejudice; and that is not the time to
consider a question snch as this, which
is of the utnost importance all over
the world. If the principle is good,
let us adopt it without fear of wcon-
sequences.  When we consider the rights
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us have some of the
courage we have in spending two
millions and a half of money. We
had no precedent, or agitation, or
demand for that expenditure; Lut it was
submitted to the House, and the House
approved of it—I personally approved of
it—and it was adopted. Why should we
not exercise the same strength of mind in
connection with this matter? We huve
this added argument, that the experience
elsewhere, if not here, has shown this
principle is not ounly a just but a
thoroughly workable principle. The fact
18, it comes to this, that those who sup-
port this principle believe in womanly
worth and virtue, while those who oppose
us laugh and scoff at it. There are men,
and there are members, who meet the
discussion of a prmeiple like this with
idle and contemptible sneers; but it is far
too important a question to sneer and
laugh at. We say, without fear of con-
tradiction, that you talk about chivalry,
but do not act it; you talk wbout the
eulightenment of women, but will not
exercise your vote to enable them to
enlighten thiz House. Though somelike
nothing better than to sneer at this
question, it is a matter to be argued
dispassionately and seriously, It is the
misfortune of some men not to have had
the happiest experiences with some
women, und to be soured accordingly.
1 do not say that no others have had
the pleasure I have had in coming in
contuct with good women, but I have
come under the influence of an exception-
ally good mother and a good wife,
whom I love, and to whom I owe all
that I have; and I pity those who have
not come under such influences. When
I deal with a question affecting such
women, I ask why should T refuse to give
them theright to vote, when I have found,
on so0 many occasions, their judgment
correct, and their feeling right? Wegive
the vote to drunkards and spiclers all
over the colony; and we who support this
principle ask you to place at any rate
equal confidence in the sex that has pro-
duced your mothers. I know there are
some men who, I regret to say, look on
women as chattels, but T an glad to feel
that the mujority in this colony, and in
this House, do not look on themn in that
wuy ; and if we bear in mind the obliga-
tions we owe tu the sex, the least we can
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do is to approach this matter in a |

sympathetic spirit. What is it that pre-
vents & woman from exercising her
right? Is it anything but the difference of
sex, and sex alone ? You might just as
well pass an Act to say no man should
sit here who did not cut his whiskers in
a particular way, or no wan should sib
here unless his hair was red, or grey, or
some other colour. Sex has no more to
do with the question than the cutof a
man’s moustache or the colour of his
hair. It is passing strange that towards
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the women the power of exercising the
franchise, and you may then be certain
they will do so. I do not say it is a
question of what women demand—far
from it, as I say the interests of
the State demand that we should

" have the bhest services of the State's

the close of the 19th century, when we
proclaim from the hounsetops that we

believe in equality, that we allow this
unjust distinction and say women shall
not exercise any direct influence on the
legislature of this colony. No one in
this House dare get up and say that
women do not keep alight the torch of
purity;; and why should we be acting
against an influence like that?
desire to bring into this House the best
possible men, elected by the best possible
constituency, and yet the only fact
which prevents woman from exercising
her vote is that of sex. "What is it due
to? Tt is due fo this reason: that in
days gone by women were looked upon as
heing a very sccondary consideration, and
were considered more or less as chattels.
Tt was thonght they had no moral or
political rights at all, and it is simply a
perpetuation of that principle that lands
us In our position to-day. If women had
the physical strength men bave they
would have this vote in a very short

We -

_on “Human Origins.”

children, whether those children be
men or women. I can adopt, as my
own .idea, the words of Disrueli before
he became Lord Beaconsfield, when he
said :—* What we desire to do is to give,
“to every one who is worthy of it, a fair
*“ghare in the government of the country,
“ by means of the elective franchise.” The
State itsclf demands that we should have
some benefit from the infleence and votes
of the women, who are certainly worthy
of it, and who supply something the
men do not supply. Apart from all this,
it is a fact recognised by men who have
studied the question much more than we
have, and who have studied the various
civilisations of the world, that the
standard of civilisation of any com-
munity is gauged by the pasition that
the women for the time being occupy. 1
do not wish to give my own words for
that, but will quote from Mr. 8. Laing
He says :—* The

. **position of women is one of the surest
" *“tests of an advanced civilisation; for

time, because men would be compelled -

to give it to them; and why should

we trespass on their physical weak- .
" equality ?

ness ¥

M=r. Moran: That is the secret of the
support we are getting.

Mg. JAMES: If we satisfy ourselves
it is a good principle, we should not wait
for o demand, becanse I find that where
you have popular clamour for a particular
thing, those having the power to give it
say those agitating arc unreasonable, and
g0 to excess in the demands they are
making, and urge these facts as reasons
for refuzing the demand. You cannot
ask a man to swim unless he gets into
the water--to do so would he a fool's
iden; nor can vou educate women to vote
unless they have the power of voting, the
chance of learning.  You have to give

“in rade times, and among savage races,
“force reigns suprewme, and fhe wenker
“ sex is always the slave or drudge of the
“stronger cone. It is only when in-
“ tellectual and moral considerations are
“firmly established, that the claims of
“women to an equality begin to be
“recognised.” Gentlemen, is 1t not time
we hegan to recognise their claims to

Trr Speaker: The hon. member
must address himself to me, and not to
members of the House.

Mr. JAMES: Mr. Speaker, I say it is
time, when we boast so much about pro-
gress, we should recognise that women
have some claim on us ; und, until we do so,
we cannot say we oceupy o worthy posi-
tion, cither socially or politically. Not
ouly ought the State to do it because
women exert i good meoral inflnence, and
because the social position of women is a
test of our civilisution, but they have a
right, as taxpayers, and as subjects under
the law, to be represented.  The laws
affect them in every wav. If women are
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good or bad enough to go to gaol or be

hanged, why should they not have the right
to express their views on the laws which
put them into gaol or hang them? We
all say woman’s place is preeminently
the home; but every law we make, and
it is Dbecoming more and more so0
with the inerease of social legislation,
affects them in that home; so that on that
ground alone they have a right to make
their voices heard. Look at the legislation
of our present session. We have an Act
dealing with the adoption of children.
Surely that is a question wherein women
have a right to be heard. Again, ought it
not to be a cause of shame to us, when we
bear in mind the position women occupy
now in this colony in connection with the
control and guardianship of children ?
The injustices and anomalies in England
were altered some five years ago, but not
s0 here, and the position here 15 that the
father is the legal guardian of his child-
ren, and on his death can make anyoue
their legal guardian, and can take away
the legal guardianship from the mother
of the children. We have already, this
session, had before this House an Act deal-
ing with the desertion of wives. Surelythat
is a question again wherein women have a
right to be heard, as it affects them most
materially. Take the question of divorce :
18 it not scandalous and a erying shame
that & man has extra rights under the
divorce Acts? A hushband, if 2 woman
commit, one sin, can get a divorce, but a
man has to commit one sin plus another
sin before he can be divorced by his wife ;
but would these laws remain so if women
had a vote? The fact is that men do
not and cannot represent women, and do
not and cannot protect them properly in
legislation. Mr. Gladstone, speaking
with an experience extending over a great
namber of years, and an experience
greater than any member of this House,
sald on this question :—* Men have often
“ been the most unfaithful guardians of
“women's rights to soptal and moral
“equality.” Thus Mr. Gladstone, speak-
ing from his experience, says men have
often been the most unfaithtul guardians

. if members can offer them.

. head of Prince Bismarck.

of women’s rights; and, I ask, is it to

men, who have been so unfaithful to
their trust, that the sole power should
be continued for cver? Surely this
should be rectified, and those affected so
closely by our laws should have some
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right to speak as to passing them. Now
gentlemen,—Mr. Speaker, I mean—

Tae Premier: You are not on the
hustings.

Mz. Moran: “Gentlemen of the jury.”

Mr. JAMES: I want to make this
position clear, that women would exer-
cise a useful influence on legislation.
Smiles may get rid of the question,
but I should like to hear arguments,
I want
to quote the opinions of men who
are, I think, entitled to respect. Prince
Bismarck is not generally reckoned a great
liberal, but be says :—*‘ My trust in wan,
“my trust in the future, rests in the
“attitude of German women. The con-
“ viction of a woman is not so changeable ;
“it forms slowly and not easily, but once
“formed it is less easy to shake.”
I hope we are not going to have Jess
faith and confidence in our English and
colonial women than Bismarck has in his
German women. As opposed to Bis-
marck, let us take the views of a man like
Kingsley, a man of extremely warm heart,
if he had not the cold blood and hard
Charles
Kingsley says:—

“One principal cavse of the failure of
“so many wagnificent schemes—social
* political, religious—which have followed
‘“each other age after age, has been this,
“that in almost every case they have
“ignored the rights and powers of one-
“half the human race, namely, women,
“T believe that politics will not go right,
* that society will not goright, thatreligion
“will not go right, that nothing human
“ will ever go right, except in so far as
*“woman goes right, and to make woman
“go right she must be put in her place,
“and she must have her rights.”

That s an opinion which should have
weight, and it should be noted that
Kingsley points out that s great
number of the failures of magnificent
schemes are attributable to the fact that
those in authority have ignored the rights
of half the human race. TLet us take
another authority, wbich should carry
still greater weight. Johu Stuart Mill
wrote as to the difference of sex:—
“T consider it to be as entirely irrelevant
“as to political rights as difference in the
“height or the colour of the hair. Al
“ human bheings have the same interest in
* good government, the welfare of uwll alike
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‘“1s affected by tt, and they haveequal need
“of a voice 1n it to secure their share of
“its benefits.  If there be any difference,
‘“ women require it more than men, since,
‘“ being physically weaker, they are more
“dependent on law and society for pro-
“tection, That before the lapse
“of another generation the accident of
‘“sex no more than the accident of skin
“will be deemed a suflicient justification
““ for depriving its possessors of the equal
“protection and just privileges of a
“citizen.”

I regret Mill’s prophecy was not alto-
gether correct, as we have not vet seen
that principle adopted which he says
himself is the fruit of common justice.

These authorities, and our own know-

ledge of women, who form the *“ moral
storehouse of the world,” show that
woman’s influence is o valuable and much
wanted one. I do net think it is good
argument, in opposition to this fact, to say
women have not demanded it, but even
if it were so, who are we fo judge of what
they demand? We should e sorry to
see women forced by our apathy and in-
justice to go almost outside the natural
feelings of their sex, and go on public
platforms, and indulge in torehligh$ pro-
cessions and other expedients of political
warfare; but if 1t comes to that, men
who refuse to recognise the principle will
be responsible for what they will then
deplore. But unless women are com-
pelled to do it they won’t do it, and I
hope, in considering this question, we
will bear in mind woman's objection to
unwomanly tactics and loud agitation.
The question that the suffrage should be
extended to women is not u new one. It
is almost as old as the world. When I
say * as old as the world ” T mean as old
as when our political coustitution came
to a vigorous growth. How, then, has
this question been treated by women ? I
suppose women are the same all over the
world, just as men are, and I will again
quote from Mill, who says:—* Several
“of the most eminent philosophers and
“many of the noblest women for ages
* have advocated the enfranchisement of
“women.” I po further and take Mrs.
Fawcett, herself a notable instance. She
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saysin her articles on the women’s suffrage

movement:—* At first and from the first it
‘ was supported withoutexception by every
“woman who has earned a name for
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“ herself by intellectunal distinction, or by
“the achievement of excellence in any
“department of art, literature, philan-
“thropy. Ameng the distinguished
“women who have been from the outset
“with this movement may be mentioned
“Mrs. Somerville, Harriet Martineau,
“ Florence Nightingale, Mrs. Browning,
* Miss Anna Swanwick, Miss Cobb, Mrs.
“(trote, Mrs. Ritchie (Miss Thaeckeray),
*“ Miss Mary Carpenter, Mrs. Jameson,”

I quote these opinions to show that this
movement has been supported by women
who have the right to speak on behalf of
their sex. If we want to know the
opinion of mankind, we should go to the
leading men, and not to the crowd, and
§0 . in connection with this question
we should go to the leading women,
who bhave, without exception, spoken
in support of this great reform. But
facts speak louder than words, Exactly
the same argument, that women did not.
want the franchise and would not use it,
was used when the matter came before
the House in South Australia. They
endeavoured to get up an agitation
against it in South Australia, but after
the greatest effort they could only get
2,000 names on the petition opposing the
reform, though I understand there are
60,000 on the roll at the present time.
T hoped to be m a position to tell hon.
members lLow many registered and
what per cent. voted in South Australia,
but T have not been able to get a reply.
Y bave information, however, in connection
with New Zealand, where the same argu-
ment was used. They had a population
of female adults of 139,950, and out of
that 109,000 registered inside of twelve
months, or 78 per cent. Is it not peculiar,
if they did not want it, that they registered
in such great numbers? How have they
exercised the vote? Some 90,000 voted,
or 85 per cent. of those on the roll; and
yet the sex was supposed not to want
the vote which they so eagerly used.
With facts like these in South Australia
and New Zealand, how can members
contend it is not wanted? To shortly
restate my contentions, I say that
equal justice demands that half of
the State should not be cut off from
their right to exercise their vote, and
should not be subject to laws in the
making of which they have absolutely no
voice; that the State requires the services
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of its hest children, and while vou prevent
women from influencing in a  direct
manner, by their votes, the character of
the men who come here, yon cut off
the influgnce of what most admit to be
the great moral storehouse of the com-
munity; and that the facts show that
women desire it. If this be so, why, in
the name of goodness, is it to be
refuséd when experience also justifies it ?
We have experience as to the exercise of
the franchise in America, where, it has
been said, the system is on its last legs.
That statement was, I believe, made by
Professor Goldwin Smith. I should
be sorry to hear any hon. member put
forward the ravings of that political
dyspeptic who, in 1848, was full of
gloomy forcbodings as to the effect of
reforms which were introduced in Eng-
land, and who has since been ruuning all
over America and Canada pouring out
lamentations, like the prophet Jeremiah,
about the annexzation movement in
Canada. The right of women to vote
has been in force in Wyoming for abont
25 years, and there are men who know
all about it better than Professor Gold-
win Swith. What do these men of the
greatest experience say about it? What
does the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives in Wyoming say about it?
He writes :—

“T can now say that, the more 1
“have seen of the results of women
“gsuffrage, the less have my objections
“been realised, and the more has the
*“ thing commended itself to my judgment
“and good opinion; and I now frankly
“acknowledge, after all my distrust, that
“it has worked well and been productive
“of much good to the territory, and ne

“avil that I have been able to discern. :

“Women are more inierested than men
“in good government and its moral
“influence upon their future soms and
“daughters. They look above and beyond
“mere party questions or influences in
“deciding their vote,”

That surely is strong, very strong.
[Tee Premigr: What is the date
of it?] I have mnot got the exact
date. I believe it was written some
years ago. As hon. members are no
doubt aware, Professor Goldwin Smith’s
statements excited a great deal of
feeling among women in England,
and they took some steps to sce whether

[ASSEMBLY.]

Female Suffroge.

he was right. The result is that there
bave been published the opiniens of o
number of men in reply to the professor.
Take the Governor of Colorado, where
the election that Professor Smith based

his statement wpon took place. The
Governor says: —
“So far, the objections made to

“equal suffrage during the campaign
“ preceding the election at which the
* ballot was given to women have not
“been sustamed by the facts. The
“women do take an interest in the ques-
* tions under discussion, and do take the
“trouble to vote. The only danger
“ anticipated, and not yet proven not to
“ exist, is that they may be deceived by
* those having ulterior motives, but pro-
“fessing righteous and disinterested
“ purposes. But they are realising that
“1t is necessary for them to investigute
“the facts for themselves, and uot to
“beheve all that they are told, especially
* keeping in mind that in politics, as in
“ other matters, the source must be con-
““sidered. The correctness of their pur-
‘ pose tends to counteract their inexper-
“ilence. There are 80,000 women eligible
“to vote in Colorado, and about 65,000
“ voted at the last election.”
The governor said that in Colorado the
women did take the trouble to vote, and
that is also proved im Australasia by
the cxperience of New Zealand and
South Australia. The statement I have
read shows that the women will vote just
as well as the men, and that they value
the franchise when it is given to them.
There is another writer who says :—
“Bqual suffrage has been the law in
“ Colerado for mearly three years now,
“and nothing could induce the intelligent
“people of this State to revoke that act
“if they had the power. Women appear
“to show as much intelligence and take
“ag deep an interest in political affairs,
“ egpecially those that affect the general
““ welfare, as men, and their influence is
“almost entirely cast for right and de-
“cency and good government. In all
*“the elections held since the change was
“ made, women have cast more than 40
“ per cent. of the total vote, and every-
“body admits that their presence n
* politics and at the polls has a purifying
“and elevating effect on our political
“ methods, and has compelled the nomi-
“nation and election of a better class of
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“officials than male suffrage ever gave us.
“No evil effects, either to the women
“ themselves or to our public affairs, are
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“ discernible, while the henefits of the

“equal suffrage law are innumerable.”
I want to quote these words as the opinion

of a. man who has watched this movement '

in America, and who says it is distinctly
beneficial in its effects, and that in prae.
tice it has the good results which are
theoretically deducible from the principle

that women should be equal to men in .
voting power and in the making of the
- win Smith, we have men like Herbert

law under which they live.

Tee Premier: Your gquolations are
all on the one side.

Mer. JAMES: There is only one side,
and the women have the right side.

Mr. Simpson: You (the Premier) had

our turn.  Why didn’t yon quote ?

M=z. JAMES: Anotheranthority speaks
in this way :(—

“The result of women suffrage in
“Colorade is quite up to the expectations
“ of ({ts Conservative friends. In Denver
(13 an
* women have generally voted—it is be-
“lieved more generally even than the
“men. They mingle in the caucus and
“at the primaries with men, and it is
‘“ noticed that since their advent these
“ political functions have been far more
* honest and orderly than of yore. The
“fact that they have the ballot has se-
“cured in Denver a far more rigorous
“execution of the laws against gambling
*and other like public delinquencies than
“ was ever hefore known. On the whole,

“in my opinion, women suffrage in Colo-

“rado has had a healthful and elevating
“influence upon the public service and
“municipal morals generally. Don’t
“ understand me that it has cured all the
“ills afilicting the body politic.
“ cured some serious ones, and is rapidly
“ exterminating others.”

This is the experience of men who have
seen the principle at work. A recent
amendment in the constitution of Cali.
fornia was made for the purpose of ex-
tending women’s franchise in that State,
and I have no doubt that, in a few years,
we shall see it in active operation there.
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against them we bave some forehodings
of Professor Goldwin Smith. Herbert
Spencer, not o man of fanicful fads, also
supports the claim of women to vote, by
saying :—

* However much the giviog of political
* power to women may disagree with our
* notions of propriety, we conclude that,
*“being required by the first prerequisite
“to greater happiness, fhe law of equal
“freedom, such a concession is unques-
“ tionably right and good.”
Against thentterancesof Professor Gold-

Spencer, who himself is somewhat inclined
to be pessimistic; we have also John
Stuart Mill, Professor Fawcett, Abraham
Lincolp, and other men who have lived
in America, where the people are sup-
posed to be progressive—men whose

. opinions are entitled to respect in every
. part of the English-speaking world.

most other cities of the State :

It has |

After all, the opposition to the enfran-
chisement of women is due to prejudice
rather than to anything else, and the
superstition that they should not exercise
the vote takes a long time to die. I only
hope that in Western Australia we shall
be in the van of progress, and that our
example in giving the franchise to women
will arouse other paris of the world to
carry out this great principle. Every
year women are taking a larger share in
the work of the world ; every year tens of
thousands of women have to make their
own living ; and the law in which they
should have a voice presses upon them
more and more. If wen like Abraham
Lincoln and Lord Beacousfield, who were
so far apart in their political creeds, were
in favour of giving the vote to women;
if Kingsley could, and did, support it;
and when we find SBalisbury and Balfour
on oue side of politics, and Morley on the
other, also in favour of it; why shounld

i we hesitate in adopting a principle that

In all the instances which I have quoted

we have the experience of men who have
watched the movement, and who recog-
nige the moral influence women have m
the direction of public affairs, while

is just, which the interests of the State
demand; which is advocated by the
experience of hundreds of able men and
women, and which women would value
and are entitled to? T have referred to
the evidence of several men, because I
suppose the opinions of women would not
carry much weight in this House; but I
would like, in concluding my remarks, to
give one exiract, in which Miss Francis
Power Cobb sums up the case wisely and
pithily in these words:—
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“The man is not to be envied who can | taken into consideration. [Mr. Simrsox:

" view the struggle of women for political
“rights with contempt and indifference.
“That those struggles may not always
““ have been guided by infallible taste and
“wisdom, and that they also have been
“met (for lack of sensible argument)
*“ with silly derison, need not blind us to
“the fact that they constitute one of the
““ bravest battles, one of the most pathetic
“movements the world has ever seen.
“Never was there a case of such pure and
“simple moral pressure, of an appeal to
“justice, to reason, to men's sense of
* what is due and right and expedient for
“all.  When the time comes to look back
“on the slow universal awalkening of
“women all over the globs, on their
< gradual admission into one privileged
“ profession after another, on the attain-
“ment by them of rights of person acd
* property, and at last on their admission
“to the full privilege of -citizenship,
“which is the key to the position they
‘“have already gained, it will be acknow-
“ledged that, of all the ‘ decisive battles
“of history,’ this has been the most
“ interesting, even as it will be the one
‘“followed by the happiest peace which
“the world has ever seen.”
If these words be true, and I firmly
belicve they are, I trust that Western
Australia will not lag behind, but that the
colony will be the third in the British
dominions to do justice to women in this
matter. Let us adopt this principle of
giving women the right to vote, Ttis a
good and a wise principle. I really
believe it has the moral sapport of every
member here. T only ask that every
member will have the moral courage to
place his vote where his sympathies are.
Me. RANDETLL: I have thought a
great deal over this question, at one time
and another, since it was first introduced
int¢ this House by the hon. member for
Sussex, and I confess that, at all times,
there have been clements of difficulty in
the case which have a great deal of force,
and which have made me pause before I
committed myself one way or the other;
but after fully considering every aspeet of
the guestion, I come to the conclusion
that there is such a strength of argument
on the side of right and justice in favour
of conceding the franchise to women, that
the smaller evils which I thought did
exist, and which do exist, should not be

Hear, bear.] T believe we shall find
some women who, in using the franchise,
will hardly be able to distinguish the
right and the wrong side of some of the
political questions which will come up;
but are there any hon. members of this
House who will say there are not a
number of men in this colony who are in
the same position? T believe that, in the
main, the effect of admitting women to
the franchise will be that they will exer-
cise it on the side that makes for the best
interests of the country. It is not neces-
sary for me to labour the question. The
Lon. member for East Perth has gone
very fully into it, in giving us the opinions
of prominent men, and has collated a
strong expression of opinion. [ do not
think it is any argument to say that in
this colony there has been no great
attempl on the part of women themselves
to obtain the franchise. We must have
noticed that in the papers, from time to
time, letters are written—some of them
very able and interesting letters—advo-
cating the right of women to vote. I
think the statement put forward in those
letters for the recognition of this prin-
ciple cannot be gainsaid by any one who
reads those letters as they appear in the
daily Press. I have no doubt there is a
very wide - spread fecling among the
women of the colony that they should
have the right to vote. As the hon.
member for East Perth says, they have
as nmch intelligence as men, and a larger
interest, I think, thun men in the good
government of the country; and,as I
said before, there is little doubt they
would exercise their right in that dirvec-
tion. I need not instance the part they
took in the recent gencral election in
South Australia; but I am sure that, as
a whole, the franchise of women in South
Australia has been given in a right and
proper direction. No doubt they were
influenced very much by the fact that the
Ministry of the day had given them the
franchise, and they desired to show their
gratitude towards that Government. We
need not enter inte other motives which
influenced them to vote as they did. IThave
also the testimony of the hon. memher for
Fast Perth asto the excellent results which
have followed in some places in Ameriea,
from giving electoral privileges which had
hitherto been held solely by men, I
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think if hon. members will only look at
the question dispassionately, and re-
member that we have adopted manhood
suffrage in thiy colony. it seems to me
the natural consequence of that is that we
must, us soon as possible, give the fran-
chise to women. I do not think itisa
wood argument at all to say there has
been no great vffort made in other places
to enahle womnen to obtain the franchise.
T do wot think this isa suflicient answer
to the cluim that is put forward on their
hehalf by the hon. member for Sussex.
We should wrrive at our conclustons on
this mabter hy deciding the gquestion

whether it is right and just that tlas |

amendment should be madde in our elee-
toral law—in other words, whethor
woumen should be disqualifed from the
franchise —as there are many arguments
which go o show that women are
cminently fitted Lo exercise the franchise.
It we can satisfv ourselves upon this
paint, I do aot think that we should
acespt the argument that we should deny
them this right on the ground that no
demand has been made ou thelr part for
this privilege. Tf we feel that they have
right und justice on their side, and that
they will exercise the franchise in a right
way, I think we should be willing to take
the course that is advecated by the hon,
member for Sussex as soon as possible,
and admit woman to equal rights and
privileges with men. I am quite sure
that, as the hon. member for Tast Perth
points aut, wherever women have been
admitted to the franchise they lave
exercised 1t in a larger ratio than men
have done, Ishould like to ask, what do
the returns of the lust general election
in this colony show ?  Why, that in some
of the largu electorates ounly fifty per cent.
of the clectors went to the poll, although
there were special reasons in many cases
why the men should have exercised the
right of voting. T have looked at this
question all round, and at the argument
thut has been used from time to 1ime that
the power to vote would unsex women
and take them Erom their proper pro-
vince, home; and I do not thiuk the
privilege  would have that disastrous
effect upon them. I have looked at ihe
guestions raised from time to time, and
have satisfied myself from what I have
read, and from what has heen laid hefore
us by the hon. member for East Perth,
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also by the resnlt of the election in South
Australin and in other ways, that no ill
resuit will follow from the adoption of
this motion. I Lave satisfied myself that
the influence women would exercise in
the aking of the laws would be o
most healthy influence. Their votes
would have a good inHuence upon the
electors and the menthers of Parliament
in this colany; and T shall support the
proposal before the House.

Mer. WOOD: T should like to say a
few words upon ilis question—a very
few indeed. TIn my opioion, the time has
eome when we should give this matter onr
wost serious consideration. I look round
and see¢ that the women of this colony
and of other parts of the world are com-
ing up abreast of the men in practical
commereial life and in the professions.

© It is quite time we gave the matter of

enfranchising womeu our serious con-
sideration. Two vears ago I was opposed
to the granting of the franchise to women.
Since then, my parliamentary education
bas connmitted me to the conviction that
the time has come when we should con-
stitute women the electoral equal of men
They are already his equal tn intelligence
and intellectnal power, and in some cases
more than his equal.  Tintend to support
the motion of the hon. member for Sussex.
It does not require very many reasons
from me why I aan going to vote for it.
I am simply gotng to vote for it becaunse
I think it is o step in the right direction.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : At the risk of
haring very grave and serious epithets
thrown at me hy the hon. member for
East Perth; at the risk of being termed
lacking in chivalry in regard to what T
would admit to be far and away the better
balf of humanity, in every sense of the
expression; I am determinedly opposed
to women's suffrage; and I may say that
after very grave and serious consideration,
and after an examination in full of all the
arguments which have Teen dwelt upon
by the hou. member for East Perth in
order to advance this particular cause, I
am opposed to him. The argument which
is presented first of all is that all women
have to obey the law, and to contribute
their share of taxation, that -therefore
women should have a right to vote, and
that women should take their part side
by side with men in the legislation of the
world. First of all. T ask this House to
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cousider whether it is a true statement
that women pay their share of the taxa-
tion of the conntry. Do uot hon. mem-
bers know quite well that, in the main,
women do net pay taxation ¥ and if the
argument is worth anything, you must
extend it a little furtber, and give votes
not only to women, but also to children,
if you are going to count heads on
this question and make it the basis of
legislation. I wonld point out that
hitherto the principle has been thai
representation and taxation go together;
and if you count women ou the basis of
taxation you must, by the same rale,
count the children. The men are the
bread-winners of the race, and exceptivns
Lave never been accepted as other than
proving the rule. I am perfectly aware
that women are taking their places side hy
side with the men as hread-winners, to the
disgrace and the lasting dishonour of the
men. It is the duty of men to _support
the women—to support the wives and
daughters and mothers. The first
privcipte of hwman life in  all ages,
and the first test of & nan’s quality, has
always been his respect for woman and
his willingness to support and protect
her. The dishonour of this age into which
we are entering is that men are becoming
so completely selfish that they are casting
the responsibilitivs which belong to them-
sulveg upon the weaker sex. But, not-
withstanding the fact that there ave some
bread-winners umonpst women—and I
am sorrv to say, n daily increasing num-
ber—those who know anything abont
social questions koow that cne of the
evil factors in connection with the legis-
lation that deals with this question of
wage-carning is the introduction of cheup
labour into the region of production. The
mentbers who are appeahing, with all their
strength and energy, for the giving to
women this right, are the very men who
stand alongside me when I say I am
opposed to cheap lalwur in the shape of
Chinese or Asiatic labour; and what is
remarkable is this, that the very principle
which they lay dawn, of introducing
women into the region of politics, is one
of the very first steps which will throw
upon her the responsibility of her own
support, and compel her to come into the
competitive arena of production and
lebour. Now I say it is a Imown fact of
political economy that thisfactor, theintro-
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duction of cheap liabour, has done more to
reducethe wagesof menthanansthingelse.
And what does this phase of the lahour
question come to¥ It comes to this, that
it bevomes necessary for the man to work
limself, for his wife to work, and for his
children to work, hefore the family can
be kept. The very first offort which was
made Lo liberate women was the passing of
the Factories Act in the old country,
which had the effect of crushing out of the
factories the labour of children, of girls,
and ol women, and thug enabling men to
get a falr and equitable price tor their
toil, T say, the principle on which this
world is built, the prinviple upon which
the Creator has given us a herttage in this
world, is that a man shall toil for those
that are dependent upon him; that the
woman has, by the wise Creator himself,
heen placed in o position of dependence;
and that a point of honour has heen mide
in all ages that the man shall hravely and
generonsly and chivalrously take up the
duty laid upon him by the Creator, and
work for the woman and work for his
children. T say that to rid the world of
this element of dependence and  this
element of vesponsibility is a divect infer-
ference with the very relations which have
alwavs existed Defween man and woman.
Hon. members need not go far to find, in
their own expertence, that the first injury
that comes into the home is the weaken-
ingr influences of un attemypt to produce o
nan with a man’s capablities out of o
woman's form. She is unfitted, by the
very process of education which she is
compelled to undergo. for the duty she
was created to perform; and w vast
amount of the deterioration that is going
on at o great rate at the present time
comes onf of this very thing. There is a
distinet connection between the attitude
of man to woman, and the relations of
Father and mother, which constitube the
differences between nations.  An enstern
mnonarch is reported to have said, on visit-
ing Great Britain: * Great Britain is the
paradise of women.” T rejoice that it is
so, nnd T rejoice adso that in every part
of what we ¢ill the British dowminion the
honourable position and the state to which
it is the pride of the British race to lift
its women has tended, more than any
other thing, 1o nuke the British Empire
what it is to-day.  In pussing nway for
the wmoment from the phase of hwman
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responstbility and from the necessary
deterioration, if women ara compelled to
enter the arena of labour, 1 come to this
other question: Shonld she enter the
arena of legislation ? It is stated that
woman should vote because she is com-
pelled to obey the law., ILesislation is
built up on this basis, that socicty shall
say the things that shall be done, and
that are wise to be done, and that society
shall constitute itself into such an assaa-
atton that it shall not onily make laws
hat, enforce them.  Arvising out of this
has come the occupation of the soldier.

Are we pr-p.ucd to say that weman
is to come into the arena of lepis-

lation and, although a taxpayer, she is not
to be requived to stund side by side
with man in the protection of the
nation? The laws bhave to do with these
Lwo things: the taising and expenditure
of money for public work, and the raising
and expenditure of money for the pnblic
protection. I say that woman, as con-
stituted to-day, 18 not w taxpayer, and
woman as she stands to-day s not in o
position to take her place in the pro-
tection of the nation.  Then, again. T say
that woman’s influence is the grandest
clement in our national lite, wnd that for
this precise reason it ouyght to be
trensured.  Because it o1s valuable, it is
our duty to see thal it is not cormpted.
Therewre, in eleet rigity, what ave known as
the positive and the negative. Tn soviely
there are just these two things : the man
is the positive and the woman the nega-
tive.  Now vou destroy clectricity if you
separnte the influences of these two
things; and you destrov the very clements
of gooduess, if vou inix them in such
a way that the influcnce of the woman
is placed in such a position that it is not
a combined and concentrated foree to in-
fluence wan.  Now the battle of life 1s
not a light one; at any rate it has not
been so with me; and I do say this,
though my experience and my observation
may be as nothing, that men in order to
do their duty faithfully in life want at
least some resting place, and that resting
place has never, in any nation, been so
pure as it is iu the Brifish nation, and in
that British nation it is to be found in
the home. If you bring into yonr home
the debate, the contest, the phases of
thought aund feeling which political
guestions necessarily awaken, you bring
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mto it influences which are absolutely
destructive of the very first principles
of u peaceful home. I have made some
little  ohservation in life, and seen a
few places and a few people, but I
would not dare to suggest that my ex-
perience is any guide on o question of
this kind. ‘We have to deal with the
great principles by which our national
Iife is influenced. I would suggest
another point.  Is it not a fuct that we
have had women’s suffruge in the past?
Have we not had af least one strong
nmunifestation  of  women’s  suffrage?
Have we not beard of the French Revo-
Intion? Was there ever any influence
more destructive of society, more deterior-
ating to both men and women, than the
influence of the French Revolution ?
And behind that Revolution, in its worst
form, was the wild and unbounded
emotion moving the men and coming
from the women. We have had emotional
legislation in the warld from men.
There have been times, over and over
again, where emotional feeling has ruled
nations and peoples, and has it ruled them
rightly?  Have you found, at any time
m the world’s history, that good govera-
ment has cver come out of wild emotion-
alisin ¥ We need ook go far for a sumple
of such legislation. Who was it that
eried “Crucily Him?” Was it the
thought of o nation, or was it the
cmotion  of  the people  which  pro-
duced that erv? Let us leave women
out of the question altogether for a
moment, wnd ask ourselves : has good
legislation ever come out of voting that
came from emotion and not from the
head?  Will anyv one say that the votes
of women will not be, even at their best,
thy judgment of the heart and not the
judgment of the head? The hon. mem.-
ber for East Perth, who is notorious for
making speeches himself and then re-
tiring in order that no other member
shall have an opportunity of replyving to
him, bas been pleased to quote the cuse of
Colorado and also nther places in America.
I regret that T have not bheen able o get
the paper, but I have the facts in my
memory of a very able paper published
in the Feonowisf recently, and dealing
with this subject. Hon. members know
that the Eeonomist is not a paper that will
publish any trash that, is sent to it, and it
15 ong of the standard papers of the day.
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Well. in an able article on this subject,
the writer dealing with this poiut, and
quoting those very places which have
been quoted this evening in this House,
said the effect of women voting has heen
to deteriovate the moral condition, and
that vice and drunkenness have increased
im every State in which it has been in
force to o marvellous extent. Take
another case. No ane in this House will
doubt the word of such a mun as Mr.
Stead, the editor of the Revicw of Neviews.
Mr. Stead is not an enthusiast on this
question: he is an absclute enthusiast
upon it; and yetin a very recent papur,
from his own pen, he has gove back to
the position which I have held for sowme
time, and which I have spoken on occa-
sionally. Tt is this, that if ever woman
franchise is given, it should be given for
a Woman's House, elected by women—
women voting to elect women—a Woman's
House to deal with those guestions which
particularly appertain to women's social
life; and that we should thus obtain
from a Woimnan’s House the best judgment
of women, in its best form. T admit
that sinee some of the great conventions
that. have heen held in America, the great
Total Abstinence Convention in parti-
cular, we have had these questions dealt
with in a wmasterly way. I think some
of these conventions would do credit to
any hody of men, and 1 do distinetly
wish to be understood that it is not
because I consider women as less capable
or less intelligent than men that T take
up my stand as an opponent of this
motion. If intelligence only was re-
quired, if a simple earnest vote was
required, that would not be the stand on
which I should approach this question.
My opposition to-day is wholly on behalf
of women themselves ; and I say that to
bring them into the arena of legislation
18 u step in the degradation of the best
half of the race that has been going on
silently, and that, in the name of raising
women, woiten have been and are being
degraded. T admit there are some cases
in which women muke themselves inde-
pendent, but it is a kind of independence
that is destructive of the best principles
of home life. T say we are setting out in
a direction which will be caleulated to
bring emotional legislation into the arena
of politics instead of sound and calm
judgment. Then I take the question of
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experience. Have women had the ex-
. perience that would enable them to deal
with thelaws ¥ Have they the experience
i which is necessary, or are they likely ever
to bave the kind of experience which is
necessary for anyone to form  corrvect
judgments of these guestions. If we
were to deal simply with social questions
m Parlianent, the women voters iight
give some agsistance ; but Purliaments do
not exist simply to deal with social ques-
tions, though they might deal with those
questions more effectnally than at the
present time.  But Parliament exists
for other reasons and for other legislation
than the social. Womwan’s influence is
always felt, and I do not think any
man in this House, or any other House,
is free from it; and I, for one, have
ne desire to be free from it. I say that
woman's influence is best cxercised in her
own sphere upon man, and that men
should voice the feeling that man should
be purified by the influence, and that man
should be gmded by the judgment and
the tender feclings which are to be found
in mother and in wife, in sister and in
friend. Now T gome to another question,
which [ touched when this subject was up
betore for diseussion, and this touches the
absolutely democratie position which I
oceupy, I say that to give this vote to
woman is to give two votes fo the man;
and that, therefore, it 13 a dual vote. Is
it worth while degrading woman te pro-
duce exactly the same vesult, by simply
allowing man to have two votes instewd
of one? Is it worth while, simply to
bring woman inte the arena of politics,
to bring her into the ountward daily
contact with those questions which have
to be dealt with in Parliament, at the cost
and expense of the sacrifice of the exist-
ence of vour own home? T am not going
to say the woman should always be at
home; but I do suy that her greatest
power should be therve, and I say that if
she throws herself outside that howme, in
the wav that some hon. members desire.
it must be to the destruction of her home.
There are principles lyving behind this
which I cannot touch wpon; hut ex.
perience of the best men ju those States
of America where there has been long
experience of woman suffrage, all tends
in this direction, and that is that the best
wornen do not vote and the worst of the
If you give womun franchise,

. wonmen do.
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St. (feorge’s Terrace will not vole and
Murray Street will. Tt may be said that
things always right  themselves— that
when things get to the worst they mend.
The time is coming when the effect of
this movement, which is said to he in
the interest of women, will simply
he so overnhelming that it will crush
woman down  to the wvery position
from which the last hundred years bas
raised her. It is solely in the inferest of
wonan that I speak. It is from my con-
viction that nething but evil cun come to
our wonen, can come to the best elenent
of our society, and thut the corrnptions

of daily life will be let into the founfain .

of purity that ought to be undefiled, that
T take my stand against any proposal to
put woman where man ought to be. It
is to me a source of sadness to sce, day
after dav, women at the counter, women
at the Lar, women in the store. These
are not the places for women. and if the
men were doing their duty there would
be no necessity for women to he there,
It is simply because wen ave failing in
their duty and their responsibility that
women are compelled, fur thetr own sake
and for the purpose of carning a living,
to take these positions. I do not wish to
occupy the time of the House further on
this subject. and what may be the result
of this vote T cannot say; but 1 do say
this, that if the vole is in favour of
woman franchise, it is one of the first
of the downward steps takem iu this
conntry. 1 think I have not heen as-
socinted with steps of u downward
character, and certainly I have not been
associated with motions of a pessimistie
character, while generally T have been on
the side of those questions which had in
view the raising of humanity., I have
thought this question carefully out; I
have thought of it for years, examined the
evidence, endezvoured to get what infor-
mation I could; and my calm judgment,
after careful thought on all sides of the
question, isthat it would be a degrada-
tion to wowmen, and a  degradation to
the State, to admit women to the fran-
chise.

_ At 630 p.m. the Sepacrr leff the
chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the SPEakeR resumed the
chair.

[12 Aveust, 1896.)
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Mg. SIMPSON: I do hope that, in
copsidering the qgnestion  before  this
House, the Government will not deal
with it as w party question. I cannot
imarine for n moment any necessity for

- duing so, in discussing a broad, general

question like 1lis.  There seems, to my
mind—aund I have endeavoured {o care-
fully follow the remarks of all the
speakers—a  fuirly general conclusion
that these people to whom we propose to
grant the frunchise are intellectually
capable of exercising it. I have not
heard any member disputing that posi-
tion. Lt is difficult to me to find objections
to the proposal. Tt is held on all sides
that woman's influence is good; and 1
must.say, having heard the remnarks of
the hon, member for Nannine in stating
liis <leep seated conviction, the growth of
yeurs, Lt I do not remember an instance
in this House in which he so signally
fuiled to fwrnish reasons for his deep-
scated conviction. T have listened with
pleasure, and so have other members of
this House, to many remarks that have
fallen from the hon. member; but when
I heard that greal und sucred occasion
alluded to by the hon. member us
baving been the result of a women's
rabble-—when [ beard that great episode,
the French Revolution, alluded to us one
of the terrible things of the world, and
when we know that from the results of
that Revelution have sprang some of the
greatest trivmphs of human freedom;
when we know that some of these results
are stamped on the legislation of our
Ewmpire year after year, manifestly for
the good of the public, and the ameliora-
tion of the condition of the poor; 1
must say T was astounded to realize
the deep-seated conviction which bad
come t¢ the hon. member for Nan-
nine, with regard to the French Revo-
Iution having been another result of
a wowmen’s rabble that had worked harm
to the humau race.  The means employed
at the fime, like some of the means
employed at other limes, as in the case
of war, we do not condoue. The huge
power that came into the hands of people
who were not used to it was, at the time,
no doubt unwisely used; but at the same
time there is no gelting away from the
fact that the results to the human race
have been imnense. T am glad that, in
discussing this question, the House has
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assumed a more serious tone. The
flippant sneers with which such @ motion
was first recaaved scem to have disap.
peared ; the scofting, jeering tone has also
disappeured; and happily, very happily,
we have the assurance of the Premier
that he iz not opposed to the principle,
and we have, in “ Hansard,” the statement
of the Attorney Gencral that, personally,
he 15 wot opposed to it. It these hon.
gentlemen, who scrwed to-night to be
taking the attitude of extreme oppunents
of this proposal, which we consider to be
in the fnterest of pore and  sound
legislation, have no personal opposition
to it, what opposition have thevr TIs it
political opposition ; or are they opposed
to the thing as mexpedient? Is it a
question of expedicncy that deters the
acenpants of the Treasury benches?  If
it 18 so, T am sure the supporters of this
proposal will be prepared to veason with
them on that ground, and to saguest to
them the sweet reasonableness of the
proposal.  We speak on behalt of what
has been admitted, on all sides of the
House, to be the best influence on varth
for good—women's influence. 1Mat is
cranted from all seetious of the Chinler.
If that is so, as practical men, having
the opportunity  of legislating,  why
shoald we not codeavour to give that
influence its adequate avenue for good,
on  the statue-bouk of the country?
To-night we have had reasons sug-
gested by the hon. member for Nannine ;
and the hon. member for West Peril
admits that. after additional thought,
the wrowth of public opinion has
convinced him that it 1s a4 wise and
expedicut thing to adopt this principle.
T think L heard the hon. member for
West Kimberley ask ns to give local
authorities in connection with this matter;
and it wag pointed ont, or sugeested, that
there had been no demand by the women
for this legislatiom. May I ask, was
there ever any demand by the slaves of
Anerica for the abolition of slavery ?
Did the demand for that abolition come
from the slaves, or did it come from the
leaders of thought —the people whose
hearts and instinets were full of ideas,
full of enthustasm; that enthusiagm
which, I an zlad to say, found vent®
Therefore T join issue with the hon. mem-
ber for Nunnine, for T say that the most
beneficial enactments on hehalf of the
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human race have heen distinctly the
resulf of enthusiasmm. The member for
East Perth quoted from John Stuart
Mill, and Lam sure that in this House the
wards of that authority will carry great
weight as one of the benefactors of the

human race during our centory. But
there wns one passage which the hon,
member omitted, which says:  The

< principle that regulates theexisting sovinl
“relations hetween the two sexes, the legal
“subordination of one sex fo another, is
“wrong iu itself, and is one of the chict
“hindriness to human improvement; and
“it onght to be replaced by a prineiple of
“perfect equality, adimitting of vo power
“or privilege on theone side, or disability
“on the other” Weighty words, these,
from once of the ereatest thinkers of our
time; words which, as a rule, carry con-
viction, It his heen suggested that, by
opening the avenue to a more uctive part
in politics, the women will be Jiable to he

degraded; but why? It has been
sugeested  that the turmoil and the

horlv-birly of clections in the pelitical
arena will degrade and disgrace women's
influence for wood? Is it suguested
that we, sitting here as a deliberative
Assembly, contemplate that for all time
our evlections arve to be the arena for
turmoil and disgracefonl proceedings that
will not admit of women's preseice— -is
that to continne ¥ Is that to be smid of
men and women gomge to exercise one of
the most sacred funetions of the State?

for I look to the exercise of the
franchise as the most sacred thing we
entrust to our constituents.  Are we to
contemplate that, for all time, our elec-
tions shall be a scene of riot and con-
fusion ¥ Or, knowinyr that these things
exist now, will we nol endeavour to
permit woman to exercise her influence
to purify these matters in our clection
proveedings, as well as snbsequently the
proceedings of Purliamentry  The next
objection, which you may say is reason-
able, is that a woman, rushing in amongst
the hurly-burly of elections, will he out
of her pluwe, and liable to have the
beautiful delicacy and refinement which
are witural to her possibly contiminated.
I see no danger of it. The member for
Nunnine suggested that perhaps a baser
clement nizht  exercise an influence, if
an opportnnity were granted. which would
overcome that power for goud. T cannot
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think that suggestion will carry weight
with members in this House for long.
The hen. member seemed to me rather
pessimistic in his ideas for the advance-
ment of the human race. So far as I
have read the history of the legislation
of this century, it 1s distinctly in the
direction of what I may call the emanci-

f12 Avausr, 1896.]

pution and the more chivalrous respect -

for the rights of women.  The dual vote,
as has heen suggested, surely caunot
carry much weight. Surely if it is a
dual vote, 1 simply acts on cither
side, and has po influence. If the wife
can vote with the husband, and the lins-
hand votes with the wife on one side or
the other, it leaves the proportion” the
same s before; and your argument dis-
appears at once. ~ Then it leaves only the
spinster and the widow as persons whose
imfluence in elections may be distinetly
felt. T do not know that it is neeessary
to quote as authorities the great movers
in connection with this matter. It has
heen suggested that the effects of the
introduction of women to the franchise
in the other colonies up to the present
ave bad; in fact, T had it suggested to
me to-day, by a gentlemen who bhas
recently seen the effects of women suff-
rage, that before sccing those cffects he
wus a believer in women’s Iranchise; hut,
E ask, is 1t reasonable or fair 1o suy Lhat
this ereat matter has, as vef, had o trial?
Are we in this colony—which, I suppose,
so far ns industrinl development is con-
cerned, stands pretty well in the van of
Australian progress to-day, in the sense
of opening up our resources and coming
to the front—are we still to follow that
wretched old policy of dragging along at
the tail of the cart, a policy which. I am
afraid, has not led some persons into a
particularly happy position? Are we not
to learn, from the disasters of other
places, to accept the matnre thought and
observation that come from them, and
to stamp on our statute book legislation
which is the result of obsevvation., ex-
perience, and careful conclusion of what
to avoid? Can anyone in this House
deny the enormous effect for good that
women’s vote would have, in dealing with
the great liquor question? Can any
man in this House-—I am pot a rabid
teetotalter; Tam a man who respects the
principle of those who endeavour to
secure the temperate and reasonable use
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of the good things the gods provide, and
I shall alwuys endeavour to support them
whenever I can—[Tue Arrorvey GENE-
raL: That is cheap]—can any man
in this House estimate the nfluence
of the women'’s vote for good, in con-
vection with the liquor traffic? I sup-
pose there is not u man in this House
but will adinit that a big menace to our
civilization to-day is the question of the
liguor traffic—the greatest social cancer
in our British comununity. T am not
going to say that the liquor traflic should
be prohibited—I hope I shall never go to
that extreme—but that the dealing with
it and the use of it should he regulated,
I have Little doubt. Then, in social
legislation, take the matter of hospitals,
I suppose it there is one great, prominent
questivn that appeals to us in this coun-
try, especially in its more arid and remote
distriets, it is the question of hospitals;
and to what wiser or wmore careful
authorities can we twrn than to those
trained iu nursing thesick in our hospitals,
the nurses ou our goldfields, the Sisters
of the People, and kindred workers—
workers who are oponing out entirely new
avenues of thought and effort for wonen
in the amelioration of the condition of
the poor; and from whom cah wo seek
wiser information than from those
immediately concerned in conuection with
this matter? They would give us their
good influence at the ballot box, and the
result of their experience and observation
would eventually find its way into owr
statute book. Then, again, the preat
questions of education, of reformatories,
and other matters closely allied with them
throughout, the world are all women’s
efforts—you cannot dissociate themw, do
what you may. Women are side by side
with men in our schools, teaching and
educating the young in this colony, and
in the universities in other parts of our
empire: in our workshops, in our fac-
tories, 1 our oftices, we all realise that
the woman of to-day has stepped into a
position different from that occupied in
previous periods, when the poor creature
had to wait until some man came along to
marry her, or had fo stay at home until she
became au encumbrance. Now she has
opportuniticsof learning a way for herself
to become independent—that is one of
the developments of our time; and
sarely we ¢an trust women, as voters, to
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select a man to administer the laws of the |
land, and to compile our statute book.
The question of intellect, I suppose, will
not weigh. The only question, as sug-
gested by the hon. member for East
Perth, is that of sex—perbaps physical
inferiority —uand, as relates to the mere
question of physical inferiority or superi-
ority, is it that which writes wisdom in
these statute books-—the mere question
of physical brute force ? Allusion was
made by the member for Nannine to the
fact that women are unable to defend our
empire—that they could not be soldiers.
We admit that. But did he face the
other aspect of the question, and say that
if good women in the world had their
way there would be po war—that cnrse
ol the earth would disappear? Who isit
that sutfers most in time of war? The
women and children. Then we come to
the industrial aspect of the question. Do
you mean to tell me that those great
strikes would not gradmally disappear, if
these women’s inftuence were hrought to
bear? Who are the greatest sufferers by
strikes ¥ The women and childven. |

Mr. Irpmvewokrs : Women are the
greatest agitators.

Me. SIMPSON: I do not know that
they are, and I ain not prepared to aceept
the dictum of the hon. members for
Nannine or West Kimberley on that |
matter ; but even if women are agitators
in the matter of strikes, T say it is our
duky now Lo open up wider spheres and
wider opportunities for them ; and I chal-
lenge any member to produce a single
instance since 1832, in which the exten-
sion of the franchise has not worked good
for mankmd. So far, practical reusons
against this mabter are asbsent—solid
tangible reasons against admitting the
purest, the noblest influence on earth to
exercise the power of appointing members
to this House, and n helping us to
compile the statute books, are entirvely |

absent. Then we have only to deal |
with the question of expediency. But |
the Premier says, let us wait. If it

is good and frue, as you all adwmit if is, |
why not welcome it at once and let it
become part of our constitution imme-
diately ¥ If you can demonstrate reasons
against it to prove it 1s not u good thing,
let us have nothing to do wiih it; but if
ils influence is, what all admit, for good,
why not see it is placed on our statute
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hooks at once? It seems to me that the
idea of the Treasury henches in connec-
tion with this matter i1s one of fear; but
they make a mistake, as, if they admit a
fear, they shounld show grounds for the
fear. They all admit woman's influence
in the world is good, and the more para-
mount we¢ make it the better for the
world: social injustices will be removed,
and life become better all round. The
hon. member for Naunine made re-
ference to Murray Street, but is that
the idea of the hon. member of the
world progressing P Is it the idea of
a man whose name is uswally asso-
ciated with movements for doing good and
improving mankind, that all the results
that have accrued to our civilisation are

‘that Murray Street” will control St

Govrge’s Terrnce, I think it must have
glipt from the hon. member unaware,
The question of expediency must dis-
appear, it this influence is for good. I
cannot imagine the most conservative man
in this House opposing this measure, for
I have just been reading the opinions of
an old friend of the Premier, and o man
whom he respects and who is respected
everywhere—Sir John Hall.

THue Premier: T wonder what he wounld
say now. He has changed his views sines,
I believe.

Mg, SIMPSON : The Premier has only
beltef, but I have the written words of Sir
John Hall.

TuePremrer: Have yougothisopinion
now ?

M. SIMPSON : Yes, as it appears in
the statute book of New Zeuland.

Tur Premier: He has changed his
opinion.

Me. SIMPSON : T know men who work
year after year to accomplish « purpose do
not change thetr convictions in 20 minutes.
In New Zealand they have cstablished it
and had one election under ib; in South
Australia they have established it and had
oneelection underit. [The PrEMIsk: No-
where else in the British colonies.] The
Premier is out of the Engineer-in-Chief’s
office, in this mutter-—-he has not hefore
him certain facts and problems i algebra,

. He bas stepped away from borrowing

money and spending it, to step into an
atmosphere of social legislation, where he
is invariably lost. I never hewrd any
utterance from the Premier apart from
great municipal matters, such as the con-
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struction of roads, railwavs, aml bridges,
or a singhe eepeession from Lis lips o
toueh with the thought of to.day with
rezaril 1o social becislation.  This motion,
T hope, will he carried. I cunnof 1agine
any pessible harm, amd T wonbl ask the
Howse to suggrest where denger or harin
can acerue to the countey. It is al-
mitted wonin’s indluence s good, and
that if wgiven a vote she will sclect, if
pussible, o pare, gond, and true man,
It is nnt suoessted that she won’t also
select men of ability, winl in connection
with these matters it is just as well to
sy there are fowr or five propositions
thist could be dealt with, speaking of it
purely ws a politival, and apart from the
sentimental or cuotional, question. First
of atl ¢comes this. It ts the foundation of
all political liberty that thoese who obey
the laws should he able to have a voice in
choosing  those who make the laws. I
suppose ne one will dissent, from the pro-
posttion that those who obey the law
shoull be able to have a volee mi chousing
those  who muke The law, because
Parliauent should he the reflection of the
wish of the prople; because Parliament
vitnniot fully veflect the wish of the people
when the wishes of women are without
any direet represcutation ; alse bese
government of the people by the people,
and for the peaple, shonld mean all the

preople. aml not one-half, and Decause
most laws  affeet women as much as
men. These  are propesitions that

requuire to he apswerel. 1 osav the
supporters of this motion have proved,
and it is admitted, that woman's infuence
i all mattors of the State is for good.
That s udnitted by all sections of the
Fouse. This political position has te he
faced : Why  should they  not. with
their infloence for cood, have opportuni-
ties of stamping their good instinets and
fluences on the stutute book ¥ T donot
wish to make any appeal to members
bevond what 1s reasonable. 1 suppose
we sit bere as wen who have beld our
ovn in the Lattle of lifte up to wow- -
fotrelet aur baitle and sit where we do s
u result of effort. Tdow't suppose any of
us are satisted. I hope not, as T think
whe a man 1= satished with himsell the
seumer he woes aloft and wets wings the
hettor: but I owonld sugepest te every
hon, member. thinking quwtlv over the
matter, to oo back to hiv chililhood's
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days,and remember the influences brought
to hear in the moulding of his character,
and the influence of endeavours to see ure
results which he realises are p_“DO(l to- dd.}
I would appeal to every good instinet 1o
every member of this Fouse to-night, and
ask him if it is not the result of woman’s
influence from biscradle to now > And T
ask  vou, would you blot out of the
statute book the influence that moulded
vour life?  Will vou not give it an oppor-
tunity of stamping itself on the statute
hook of the countey, by the selection of
representatives to nuke the laws of the
land ¥ Chivalry is notdead. They used
to ride out in armour, the gauntlet was
thrown, and they nsed to tilt in honour of
the ladies they wlored ; but perhaps in
these luter days we have got away from
the romance of the thing. and have come
to deal with the sordid facts in the world
to-day. We know woman’s position to-
day is enormously different from what it
was vears 2o, We kuow (hat influence
15 good, and avenues are opening up now
that vever oceurred vears ago, in which
woman's infuence aud industry is being
felt. I ask this House to deal with it
enthisiastically, puided by o wise, careful
and good enthusiasm, the result of their
own persanal  experience, and write on
the statute book of the country, indelibly,
the inpress of that influence which has
proved good in o their own lives, and
which will, if given an opportunity. prove
goad in the legislation of this country.
M. MORAN : There is ove phase of
this guestion the advocites of womaw's
suffraze have noi touched ou, and T rather
expeeted fo hear the member for Gerald-
ton wention the nedter, becanse he has
wade about the best case possible for this
question, and in presenting his calm and
rensonable Wleas has given as good a view
of this question as we can expect to gel.
I expected him to carry his arguments to
theiy logionl conclusion. - He says vightly
thut ne member of this House denies
that women are intelleciually fitted and
capable of excrcising an intelligent vote,
aad] that therefore they should be riven an
apportunity of using that intellect m a
way 10 the gomd of the State.  None of
the advecates of this principle have
carriedl 1t out to its logical conclusion,

and mentione]  that  women are also
vapiible of being judges.  If women

have the discernment to judge and give
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their vote with intelligence, then surely
some are capable of tuking the posi-
tion themselves” This has not been
touched upon. T say most decidedly,
following that line of argument up, they
should have mentioned this side of the
question--that it is possible and probuble
that, griven o country where females have
the franchise, you will sve half the mem.
bers of this  Assembly  composed of
females.  There is nothing more logical
than that. There is another step in the
argument, and that is, if they are com-
peteut and fit persons to legislate, then,
from their number, there must Iwe some
who could and would be called upon to
brcomne Ministers of the Crown.,  Follow-
ing this question out to its logical issue,
you will find that the Minister of Mines
(Mrs. Jones) received a deputation, headed
by the hon. membher for Yilgarn, on the
sanitary state of Bulong.

Mz. Sistrson : She declined to receive
that deputation.

Mz. MORAN : Yon would also find
had been decided that the Minister of Mines
shonld take a tour through the vlectorate
represented by my friend the hon. member
for Nammine. Whether she would talke
her progeny, numercus or otherwise,
with her would be o question for the
State to decide ; whether the State would
set aside a sum to defray the cost ol wet-
nurses during her absences would also be
a (uestion to decide. [ say there can
be no gainsaying the fact that, if that line
of argument is taken up, women must
have the power of hecoming members of
Parlioment. Why do not these gentle-
men say they do not wish to give this
power to women ?  There must he some
reason why they will not ** gro the whole
hog; " but those reasons I will leave to hon.
members to suggest themselves, As is
usual with the member for East Perth,
he came in as special pleader on this
question.  His nddress was not to the
Speaker of the House, hut it was “ Now,
gentlemen.”  He was u special pleader,
and had been working his mind up into
a tremendous state of excifement; but,
with his usval intemperateness, he conld
nol help suving that it was o fortunate
thing for him that. as fur as he was von-
cerned, he had come under the influence
of a pood mether aud a good wife, and
that he pitied those who bad not come
under such influences themselves. T have
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met a few ladies, hoth here and in other
places, und T would say I was in South
Australia a vear ago when this question
was at its height; we have all heard of
Mary Lee, the leader of the Woman's
League there, I saw her caricatured in
all sorts of ways, and I took the trouble
to lewrn from many ladies what they
thought on the question ; and my impres-
sion wasthut, although theladies ‘had mnde
use of it, it was not_because they helieved
in ihe thing, but hecanse it was earried.
The member for East Perth said those
opposed to this prmciple had not the
same  tender appreciation of the in-
fluence of a mother and wife as those
in fuvour of it; but we may be allowed
to differ from him, as we may say our
mothers and sisters and wives, though
not in favour of it, may be equally able to
excreige an influence on us; and so I think
that phase night have been left out.  If
wonens have such w moral influence, surely
that influenee must be felt, evev if they are
naot entitled cvery three or four yeurs to
vote for some man, If o man las a
wother, sisker, wife, or dear female fricnd,
certainly he is amenable to their influence.
T would he very sorry to suwy T was not,
with regard to  the lessons from my
mother, or that I did net respect the
wishes of wife or sister. T hope no publie
act of mine will chuse a hlush of shame
to fhem, be they ever so wmodest or
womanly. I say decidedly, looking hack
at the opinions of Tadies of my own
acquaintance, as w body 1hey are ruther
ashimed of being accused of wishing to
have anything to do with the question-
uble game of politivs. T wish to point out
that we should lead the public on this
gquestion. Il is admitted all round that,
s fur as West Australia is coneerned, no
My Lee has sprung into existence.  [AN
Hon. Memuer : Who is she?] Thehon.
member cannot know much ahout Seuth
Australia.  Mary Lee, I may inform the
hon. gentleman, is leader of the Women’s
League, wnd though, doubtless, most
estimable, not one I should care to have
to do with as wife or mother, noris she a
ludy who wounld be likely to lead a man
astray from ihe paths of virtuwe. "ME,
Jamus: And these ave arguinents!l The
metnber for East Perth says we should
lead public thought; hot, hefore we do
this. some reason shoull be assigned. If
we hear women cry out in eonuection
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with any grievance, we ure prepared to do
the fullest Justice to those we love and
respect, just as if bhalf the House were
composed of ladies.  Perbaps, if there
were Jadies in this Assembly, wemight be
more disinclined fo take notice of what
they sy, us expericnee shows when they
go into public gatherings and legislatures
they do not increase their influence over
men. I wish to appeal more particularly
to the member for Bast Perth, who savs,
why not give these intellectual beings, who
are our best half, the right to vote,
as they would vote so as 1o impress their
influence on the statue booky  IE they
they are competent Lo clecl representatives
to make laws, and competent to heeome
memhbers and Ministers, why not com-
petent to hecone Judges of the Supreme
Court? Is il not a truism that, if com-
petent to eleck members of  Parlinent
and become members of Parlinnent and
Ministers, they are competent to become
very able  barristers, and ultimately
Judges ¥

MEe. Siapzon: One is senior wrangler
now,

Mr. MORAN: I think vouare senior
worangler now. T would ask hon, members
of this House. if they would cure to sce
their own wile o judge of the Supreme
Court, in many cases that micht be tried.

Mx. Srareson @ It might be very handy
sometimes.

M. MORAN: The hon. wember for
Fust Perth suvs the only argument suzainst
net giving ferrale suffrage is because they
have ot the physical strength.  But he
woes on to say, if femules were equally
stroug as men, perhaps we shonld see
hon. members of this Chamber inclined
to give them the vote. 'The only con-
clusion we can driow is, that perhaps e is
under the influence of some lady who can
exercise her strength. We are led to that
conclusion, because he has spoken feel-
ingly on the question. The hou. member
for Geraldton placed the matter in a very
clear way, and with eloquence and a
certain amount of calin reasoning he did
present a pretty clear ease; and the hulies
should inseribe & medal and present it
to him.  But it 1s not wotman's provinee
to eiter the political arena: and though
one or two ladies in South Australia may
have Dbeen at the head. we know the
movement was fostersd by a political
party. I firmly bhelieve the member
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for East Perth wishes to keep himself
before the public as being o thorough
lileral and a heliever in soeinl refors,
and does not helicve in half the wicked-
ness said to be inflicted on females.  We
are willing to give females every pro-
tection we wish tor ourselves.  We have
never beard that any British legislature
cever refused to consider  the  higher,
nobler qualities we are told  woman
Possesses, and which we know she pos-
sessos. It s senliment, pure and simple,
and, apart from that, a political cry,
I Jdo not know (hat the women bave
any private wrongs, and under their
breath ave muttering aguiust the Legis-
Tature of Western Australia for some
legislation they are sceking.  There is
no great end to he achieved by un
alteration of the Constitulion Act, nor do
we find that members are losing their
chivalrous feelings.  We are prepared to
act fairly and justly to females, but
are not prepared to sav Lhey should, to a
certuin extent, he ungexed and dragged
into the very questionable game of poli-
ties. I intend to oppose the motion, but
hope it will not be considered for a mo-
went that T do nol recognise all that is
noble in women, the same aus those
supporting the motion.

Me. LEFROY: T voted uagainst this
gquestion when it was previously hrought
forward, and T bave sceen no reazon to
alter my opinions. A great deal has
been said about the intluence of women
m the home, and there is no one prepared
to deny that woman's mfluence is all in
all; and it is for that reason that mauy
memhers are not prepared to vole for the
extension of the franchise to women.
The hon. meniber for Fast Perth quoted
Gladstone as an advocate of the extension
of the franchise to women. The hon.
member for East Perth is penerally cor-
rect in his stutements and quotations on
subjects like this, but the hon. gentleman
was wrong on this occasion.  In 1893 Sir
A. R. Rollit introduced o measure into
the House of Commons for the extension
of the franchise, hut the chief means of
wrecking it was w pumphlet written by
Mr. Gladstone, eriticising the mewsure. I
don’t like, as u rule, 1o quate, but, on this
oveasiom, I may e excused for bringing
this quotation forward :—

“Mr. Gladstone made much of the fact
“that the Bill excluded from its opera-
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“tion the entire body of married wowen,
“and appealed for the fullest cousidera-
“tion before so profound a change was
“determined on. He further asseried
* that there was widespread indifference
“on the part of women about receiving
“the frunchise, while many were strongly
*oppused to it; and pointed out that the
“ hestowal of the franchise would involve
“the right of women to sit in the House
“and to fill every office in the State.
“ Moreover, ‘a permanent and vast differ-
“ence of type had been impressed upon
“women and men respectively hy the
“ Muker of both.” Mr. Gladstone pro-
“eeeded : — T have no fear lest the woman
“ghould encroach upon the power of the
“ran: the fear I have is lest we should
‘“invite her unwittingly to trespass upon
“the delicacy, the purity, the refinement,
“ the elevation of her own nature, which
“are the present sources of its power;’
“and concluded thus: * My disposition
“is to do all for her which 1s free from
“that dunger and reproach, but to take
“no step i advance uniil Tam convineed
< of its safety.””

I feel very much that is the condition
of my mind at the present moment. I
do not think there is the safety some
members maintain there is in extending
the franchise to women.  Much has heen
saiek about the influence of women in
the home, but little about the influence of
women 1n polities in the pust. I think
if we take up dust.covercd histories, we
find the influence of women who took ¢
paramonnt. interest in politics s not
heen altogether guod. In France we find
that women who have had the greatest
influgnce years ago have not used that
influence for good on many occastons.

Mr. Simrson: No responsible Gov-
ernment there, then.

Mr. LEFROY: Are we quite sure
we will et always the very hest
of women to take an  interest in
politics, or women  with  the purest
motives?  Hon. mewbers would {ry to
maintain that all the motives of women
are of the purest deseription, It that
the motives of men are not s0. T main-
tain there are men in the world who have
pure matives as well as women, and there
are many wemen in the world who have
not the purest motives, and that is the
reason we admire the predomimunce of
pure influences women have. Iam afraid
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it is those women without the purest
motives who would take an interest in
polities, while their sisters who have the
best influcnce would not takie such great
interest o party polities.

Me. Jamus: 75 per cent. voted in
South Australia.

Mnr. LEFROY : I do not think, as far
us we have gone in legislafion of this
kind, that thereis saflicient {0 warrant me
ig altering the opinions I have had for
some time on the subject. Do not
Parliarmients now all over the world try,
while alleviating the condition of men, to
alleviate the eondition of women also?
Everywhere they are trving to do so, and
everything is being dene to improve the
condition of women. It has been said
thut the days of chivalry are over, but T
do not think it necessary to take up o
scrious matter like this in that way, I
have not lieard the desire expressed by
wonen {or the extension of the [ranchise.
When [ have talked to women on sub-
jects of this kind, they nearly wll 01l you
they prefer to leave that sort of thing to
HITOS

Me. Jasus: You have hal a difterent
experience from mnine,

Mr. LEFROY: Sometimes women
themselves have not the highest opinions
of the inHucoee waonien have had g the
past, and I have a little extract showing
how o woman regards the inHuence
wolnen have had in the past. A woman,
writing in the Foren, says: -

“An extremely brilliant New Woman
‘rarely makes a speech without saying
“*Women will enter cvery place on the
‘round earth. and they will purify every
‘place they enter”  With these stute-
ments 1 mind, by all means let the
*dust-covered histories’ be opened, so
thut we nay sece the “bricks without
‘straw’ which the women < without
‘power’ have made, and the manuer in
whiclh they have purified every place
they bave entered. There are wolnen
whose advancement to high positions
windd only inerease evi! indluences, and
ainl there are many snel who would
< quickly seize the enlarged opportunities
<ol suffrage, while many ool wowen,
*engrossed with home cares. would be
“indifferent to the ballot.”

That is the opinion of a woman, which I
dare say is worthy of some consideration.
I dn not think for one moment that all

-
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women are in favour of it. In fact, if T
thought they were, I would certaiuiy
be inclined to vote for it. 1 do not fecl
they desire it, and consequently I am
not prepared to support it.

Mz. GEORGE: T am surry there has
been w tone in this debate jmplviog that
those opposed to the proposal have not
the same fecling towards women as those
supporting it.  The feeling apparently
has been that we, who are gomyg to oppose
this motion, have not the respect for
women that those supporting it have. It
this is to be approached in w proper
spirit, it should not be n the way of
throwing reflections on any member of
the Assembly. I do oot think there
cun -he one mman who forgets  the
lessons he Jearnt at his wother’s knee. T
hope there is not a man who forgets them
or snecrs at thewn, but at the same time
he may have an opinion against granting
the suffrage to weman. Compavison has
been made bebween Murray Street and
St George's Terrace. I don't under-
stand the allusion. I believe the aristo-
crats live in St. George’s Terrace and the
democrats in Murray Street.  If theve is
a cluss living in Murray Street of whom
we speak in whispers. and wha might
exercise a vole, we should not bring that
arguwment in, as perbaps those wen
who caused them to live there, and be
whatl they are, may be in this Honse, T
differ from ithe gentlemen who say en-
thusinsm has never righted anything 1
have seen u great deal of agitation in the
course of my life, and never yet bave
seen reforms effected withont enthusiasm,
I have seen very little enthusiasm over
this matter. It is just possible that
what 15 called the new woman, of whom
we read in books, requires this ; but Ilike
the good old-fashioned wowmap, and I
hope to G6d she will never cease to exist.
She is quite ood enough for me, und the
new wolitali Gl go to those who like her.
I will tell you what the old-fashioned
woman, whom we all revere, hasdone. It
is the old-fushioned women—our mothers
—who have monlded our lives. I will
tell vou what the old-fashioned woman
would do, if you came to the question of
the liquor trafic. She would clear the
liquor right out. and I hope she will, as
1 am certain the root of all evil is in-
temperance; and if that could be done I
would be inclined to vote for it, though
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Yam not a teetotaller. Protect women
against drvanken husbands, or an old
muther being left by a drmnken son.
Bring in Ist to do fhat, .md I for onc
will suppolt them. [JLV How. MEMBER:
They are in existenew.) Ii' they are
in cxistence, they are had hows, be.
cause they do not protect women, If
you ask a woman where she will go,
b wet the most Justice, she will say she
will go o an assemblage of men.  Now
thut women ure striking out in obtaining
cployment, I am very glad the old
soctal tradition is being exploded, that the
ouly purpose of o woman’s life is to find
a husband and get married. T say such
a theory as that is a disgrace. I am
pleased to see that so many women are
qualifying to live mr'lt.pendeut]v Ty their
own oxertions. At the same time, I say
thig proposal to give women the right to
vote should not take precedence of reul
practical gquestions with which we shonld
deal in this country.  We have pleaty of
real work to do, without dealing with
these mosquito things which acenpy the
minds of mere theorists.  An hon. memn-
ber has asked, what would happen if the
country went to war? Waomnen counld not
wo and fight, and we do not want. them
to Jde so; but T believe that, ultheugh if
women had the vote they would be opposed
to war, there wre some cases in whicl war
is the only legitimate arbiter; and I hope
the figghting spirit will never die out of
the British nation, that in a just canse
the Empire will always be ready for war,
and that Englishmen will always be pre-
pared to do their duty in combat. If we
arg going to have legislition to take away
the fighting spirit of Britons, I am not
goiny To vote for it in any shape or form.

Mr. A. FORREST: T hardly thiuk it
is necessary to say much more than has
already been said by various speakers on
this very important guestion, which affects
uot ouly this colony, hut other colonies
which have seen their way to go to the
cxtent that my friend the member for
Sussex wishes us to go; but T hope the
hon. member will not carry his motion.
The debate has gone round all sides of the
House, anid it has come back to what L
may say is the practical question—do
wolnen of this country require a vote?
If they do require a vote. are we prepared
te give it to them ? I say, in the first
place, that the women of this conntry do



358 Motion :

not require it, and that it would do them
no good at all. In Lhe second place, if
they want a vote, I say the majority of
this House is not prepared to give it to
them; and I say this, not hecause I am
not a believer in the good gualities of the
fair sex, becanse no one will uphold them
more than I do in every way. I should
be sorry to have it said that, because I
do not give them this vote, T am not one
t hold them in the highest esteem,  Of
course we know thereis o general election
neat at hand, and that there is a desive
growing np among hou. members to hring
this matter up on the hustings, so that
they will be uble Lo suy they pressed the
matter forward ; and we know that when
hon. gentlemen arve canvassing, especially
in the suburbs, the wife who gencrally
has great influence over her ]mblnnd
sy be pursuaded by the hon. member
for Geraldton, for example, that she
would like to have o wvote. T do not
think® the women of the colony require
this vote; wnd if they de requive i, T
say thev are justly eniitled to become
members  of this [House, and no one
can vefuse them, for the reasom that
women will be in the m.L]ul'liy,m‘ af least
T hope they will be before muy yeurs go by,
You may be assured that if the women
have the vote, and if they are in the
majority, they will put members of thejr
own sex into Purlivment. I have not the
glightust objection to a lady sitting along-
side of e in this House. T would vather
like it. T do not know whether hon.
members mean this vote to go to that
estent. We find, from the papers this
worning, that a Bill has been passed in
New Zealand to enable wonwen to sit in
Parliament in that coleny. |[Mg. Siae-
sov: It has nol been pussed vot.] At
any rate, the Bill has been infroduced,
and no doubt it will pass where 87 per
vent. of the women go to the polls; and
when they get seuts in the House there,
the ladies will heconie Ministers, and they,
as u matter of course, in the performance
of their official duties, will have to go
travelling over the country.  Whom will
they have for their secrefarivs -men or
wamen ¥ I have uo doubt these changes
will have very important effects upon the
country. The Attorney General will de-
fend a lady taking his place as the legal

adviser of the Crown. I was not I»ruugllt
up to lovk forward to these chauges. T,
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like the hon. member for the Murrav, was
Lrought up, and generation after genera-
tion of ny family have heen brought up,
to beliove that the man must he the most,
prominent when he is the bread winner.
I am sure the women of the country do
not wish to become men.  In some dis-
tricts, like that of Sussex, which my hon.
friend represents, we know the laudies take
a most prominent part there.  [Ax Hon.
Memeer: I thought 80. ] In many cases
they have to do a_man's work, a and there-
fore it is uo wonder they think they ave
entitled to a man’s vote, But that does
not go to show that the women of the
whole world ure of the siume opinion as
the [air sex of the district of Sussex; and
yet I can hardly think that the hon.
member for Sussex, who has mtroduced
this notion to the House, is serious, and
I trngt the hou. member will feol justified
in withdrawing the proposal, for it would
he of no benefit if it were pussed. Sup-
posing the  motion were carried,  the
Attorney General would have to introduce
an anendment of the Constitution Act {o
give women the right to vole, and if we
wot that far we dhould get no farther, I
do not think the amendment would le
carrvied in this House; but, even if il
were, T am sure the good sense of the
other House would never entertiun i, aund
that it would be thrown ont, T am sure
that the Legislative Conncl would he
justified in throwing ont the Bill, in the
interests of the country.  The hon, ient-
ber for Geraldton, a few evenimgs ago,
during the diseussion ona very bnportant
question, sald this Parlinment was not
competent to deal with hwportant gues-
tions because we are on the eve of a
general clection. T think this question
of woman suffrage is a very good case to
go to the country upm, and ask the
electors to decide it; and if, as the re-
sult of the appeal to the country, a
majority of members should be returned
who are i favour of giving the right to
vote to women, let that alteration of
the Constitutton Act he passed into
law, but not otherwise.  We have no
right to interfere with legislation of this
kind in this House, hefore we o to our
constitutents and usk their approval of our
acts during the past three vears. T say
this is « most important question, and
one that cannot be equitably dealt with
until there has been a general clection,
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If the electors sax they desive women to
go to the polls. then the hon. members
for Geraldion and East Perth will come
back with their majority, armed with the
puwer to carry out this mandate ; and if,
on the other land, the country should
decide against the proposal. it will be
well that the step has not heen taken
against the public opinion of the country.
T do not think sy hon. member of this
House has been asked by his con-
stituents for this doubttul alteration of
our Constitution Act in the direction
proposed ; and I shall certainly oppose
the motion of the hon, member for Sussex.

Mz. R. I. SHOLTI,: The bon. member
who has just sal down says this question
of woman's suffrage should be referred
to the constituencies. If the Govern-
meni. of which the bon. member is a
snpporter had always adopted that line
of argnment, that great questions should
he referred this session to the voiee of
the country at a general election, the
arcument.  might carry  some  weight.
But we find the hon, member did every-
thing in his power to assist the Govern-
ment to vote a lage sum of money for
expensive public works, notwithstanding
that it was urged by hon. members on
this side of the House that the works
should stand over until they had heen
sithmitted to the country. Inspite of this
argument, the expenditure (o which I
refer was  curriedl by oa very  large
majority ; amd now  we see. Ffrom he
piapers  luid  before  the  House, that
Ministers  propose  to  inerease  their
salaries in the last session of an expirving
Parliament. [ should say that is a ques-
tionwhich should he loft to the Parlinment
which will control the Minisiry of the
duy, after the impending general clection
his taken place. [Tue Premier: That
is a detail.| Tt may he a detail, but it
i3 a very important prineiple.  In dealing
with the question hefore the House,
there have heen many plausible speeches
delivered against the motion, but there
has DLeen no logical arpument used
against extending the franchise to women,
Tf there 15 one thing that should cause
the Government to think thev are on the
wronyg track in this matter, it is that the
hon. member for Nannine is supporting
them. I think the mere fact that the
member for Nannine is supporting the
measure pught to convinee them that they
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are in the wrong.  Many arguments that
are logical and conclusive have been used
in favonr of estending the franchise to
women.  Women have to bear the taxa.
tiou us well as the men, and I think that
it is generally acknowledged that those
who hear the tazution should have the
right to vote, and that those who have to
obev the laws should have a sav in the
election of representatives and the wak.
ing of the laws, Dy opinion and my
experience are that women are equally
intelligint with men; they are as active
and is energetie, and T think they are more
thorough than men.  They are not us
strong = they cannot make soldiers. Some
member used the argnment that they de-
pend upon us to protect them,  That s
the only direction, that of hrute strength.,
in which man is superior to woman, and
I think that woman is superior to man in
every other respect.  The wonan who is
supporting her fiunily by her own energy
and intelligence is surely entitled to the
franehise. The mewbers for Nanmine
and Geraldion, the other evening, wished
to extend 1he franchise to the miners on
their miners’ rights. A miner, therefore,
may have been kicked out of ome gold-
fiekd after another, yeb he would. accord-
g to he members for Nannine and
Geraldton, be able to exervise his vole on
the goldlield wheve he happened to be at an
clection. | Me. Intikaworrs: No, no.)
The hon member said o person holding &
miner’s right should e entitled to vote,
not only for any constituency i€ he were
registercd for that constituency, but also
that he should be registered for the con-
stituency im which he  lived.  [Me.
Invivaworrn : No.] That is the im-
pression thut T guthered from the re-
marks of the hon. member.  Many of
the miners and other people who have
registered hive not oxercised their votes.
The argument has heen used that women
do not desire to have the franchise ; but if
even only half u dozen of the women who
pay tases and obey the laws desive to
register their names on the rolls, snrely
they should be allowed that vight. Asto
the arguwment of the mewmber for Kimboer-
lev, that if thev had votes we should find
them in this House and on the Ministerial
henches ; if they did take their seats on
the Ministerial benches, the member for
Kimberley would be one of their followers,
for the reason that he would know that
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they were in the right and that they were
giving good government, and that the
country’s business would be managed by
them in a proper manner. I think that
the fact thut women do not noisily aintate
for the fiunchise is a reason in favour of
graonting them the franchise. If a fow of
these kudics were to meet the Premier at
his gate some morning and salute him
with a few rotten egws and o dead cat or
two, we should hear more of theiv rights,
It is becauwse thev do not make a noise
that they do not get the franchise, If
they had the assistance of some of the
goldﬁcld agritators, who get what they wre
not (,ntll.ls_(l to, they wml]d soon have the
franchise extended to them. They do
not make cnough noise. They know they
are entitled to the franchise, but they do
not agitate and make their views heard
in a noisy mannce ; and if they Jdid that, T
am perfectly sure the present Govern-
ment would concede what they are now
opposing.  We have had an jostance of
that in the tariff. Lust svssion we, who
are in the minority, tried to get an ex-
tension of the reductions in the tariff, and
now we are told that the Government
intend to do this session what the
minority wisbed to have done last session.
It unlv shows that o little clamour will
cause the Government to do what they
would not otherwise do. Thev do not
look at the justice of the eause, but at the
agitation. If they looked at the justier
of & question they would grant the fran-
chise to women. T was opposed to man-
hood suffrage.

Tue PreEMIER:
everything.

Mzr. R. F. SHOLL: I am not like
some of the gentlemen sitting ou the
other side of the House—T do not oppose
everything, for I sometimes vote with
the Government; but the fuct that I do
sometimes support them only shows that
I have an opinion of my own, which is
more than I can say for those on the
other side of the House. Ome hon. mem-
ber spoke in favour of the motion, but he
is not now in his place when it comes to
the vote. I will stay in the House and I
will vote for the motion. This is the first
time that T have been o the House this
session, and Iam sorry that the first vote
I will give will be against the Govern-
ment.  They will, however, mant this
claim of the franchise for woemen when

You are opposed to
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there bas been a little more agitation. T
feel quite satisfied that the Premier and
the members of his Government will
congede this privilege to the women of
the colony. It has been said that in
Now Zealand aud South Australin the
vote has heen exercised by the women in
a way that has not met with the approval
of some Lon, members; but considering
the way in which they exercised their
vote, I think it shows they do take
little interest in politics.  Whether they
selevted the best men is o omndter on
which there will he difference of opinion.
Of the women voters in New Zealand, 78
pur cont. voted, and T think that is a very
good percentage. T do not think that 78
per cent. of the goldficlds electors voted
at the last clection. I do not believe
that 75 per cent. of the male population
care very much whether thev vote or
whether they do nol. There are those
who say the women voters did not make
a very wise selection at the last generl
clection in South Australia; but it wus
only natural that they shonll vote for the
Government which had given thewn the
franchise. I think that they wonld have
shown a certain amount of mgratitude if
they had voted against the Government
that gave them the franchise. I have
sten many cases in this country where the
brendwinner has been taken away. and
the wife has supported the family and
carried on the business and emploved a
number of men, and those men liave had
the franchise and she bas not had it,
though carrying on her business with
eredit to herself and Dbringing up her
family respectably. If such . woman does
not wish to be hothered with politics, she
will not trouble to exercise her right to
vote; but let those women who wish to
vote do so.  If they will only abusce the
CGtovernment, the Premier in particular,
in less than twelve months the franchise
will have heen conceded.  When we find
the inembers for the goldfields advocating
the cluims for rvegistration of miners on
their rights, and the transfer of votes
from one district to another, I do not
think we should deprive women of this
colony, who may hold thousands of poundy’
worth of interests in property and employ
dozens of men, of their right to vote. T
may say that I am very warnest in this
matter, and but for this guestion being
under consideration, T should not have
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been here to-night. T came down to
support the resolution, I do not sup-
pose it will be carried, but 1 am not
going to do as one of the members,
who is a strong supporter of the mo-
tion and who spoke in favour of if,
has doue, and that is, run away from
the vote.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : The Premier just now remarked
to me that, looking at the members who
have spoken on this subject, the Govern.
ment must be on the right side, after all;
for, said he, '“The hon. member for
the Gascoype is on the other side.”
We look through ¢ Hansard,” and
we find that he is always on the
wrong side. I regret myself that the
time of the House should be wasted in
such debates as these. I cousider that
this evening has been absolutely wasted,
for all the benefit we are likely to derive
from the discussion that has taken place.
‘When we listen to this debate we might
imagine that the world is not 2,000 years
old. We have arrived at the present age
through many vicissitudes of fortune.
Country after country has arisen, and
many great and noble minds have been
produced in different parts of the world,
and it has remained for this modern
period of the last 25 years to start this
doctrine that it is right o give the better
half of man the right to vote. Is that
the way to raise the character of woman,
or to do her material good in any
sense, to give her the right tovote? I do
not believe that woman has asked for it
or ever will usk for it. 'We have reached
this length of $ime, and political thinkers
in all parts of the world have been
exhausting their minds for centuries to
find topics for the exercise of their
activity, and to find topics for discussion
and dissension ; and it has remained for
the close of the present century for
faddists to raise this cry: “ Give women
the franchise.” The member for Nunnine
gave the House the benefit of his deep
thought and conviction on this subject,
and brought forward many views on
this question with which we are all
thoroughly in accord. It is strange per-
haps to see the member for Geraldton
disagreeing with the member for Nannine,
but perhaps it is just as strange for the
member for Nannine to be in accord with
the Government on the subject before the
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House. There are always faddists in the
world ready to support anything new,
and to help an agitation for the suke ol
the notoriety it gives. We have seen a
member in the House of Commens devot-
ing his life to the persistent pushing of
some topic of a Utopian character, and as
time rolls on and opinions change, these
fopics which were originally supported
solely for the purpoese of notoriety come
within the range of practical politics. I
wondered whether the member for East
Perth was going to address the argu-
ments on the subject that he used here
to-night, but prepared for the plat-
form, to the Speaker of this House,
and it was only with great dificulty we
could get him to do so. He would
inform those members, whose votes the
member for East Perth was seeking, that
this was one of the topics which was
supported merely for political purposes.
As to the hon. member who introduced
this subject to us, be, I think, heolds a
mistaken impression as to the probable
result of this measure. I am certain that
be is wrong if he thinks that a Bill for
the extension of the franchise to women is
a conservative measure. He has only to
look to New Zealand and South Anus-
tralia for facts that will connterbalance
any information he has on the other side.
‘What has been the result of those two
experiments in South Australia and New
Zealand? T am convinced that those
experiments show that the final result
will be that woman suffrage will be
thrown out of the statute book, and
that a return will be made to the point
whence the start was made. In New
Zealand a measure is going through Par-
liament for the purpose of enabling
women to sit in the Assembly. My
reading of history convinces me that the
extension of the franchise to women in
America has not had the result that was
anticipated. At the outset, the women
went to the poll because it was a novel
thing; but now they know all about it,
they abstain from voting. The member
for Geraldton quoted something from
John Stuart Mill, but he failed to see
the drift of Mill's opinion. He said that
women should not be subordinated to
man legally in any respect. The prin-
ciple of perfect equality is the notion of
Mill, but what does as great a thinker as
I Mill say on the other hand ? DMMr. Glad-
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stone, the great man to whom I refer, | both men and women members meeting

says that 1f you admit woman fo the
franchise you nust put her on an equality
with man, and what does that come to?
It comes to this, that you open an avenue

to every office of the State for women. !

The wembers for Yilgarn and Geraldton
said a great deal about the true, noble
character of woman, and asked us if we
were afraid to come into touch with
wonen in this House. Will any man
forget the teaching he received on his
mother's knee? Can he forget those
better feelings and the mould in which
his character has been cast by the example
and teaching of mothers and sistersy I
say that the position comes to this, that
we should ask ourselves whether there is
any chance of our, in any way, affect-
ing the good in mother und sister by
granting them the franchise. Tt is the
fear that we shall destroy that in-
fluence for good in the lives of men
that we hesitate to bring that in-
fluence and that ennobling character into
this Assembly—into the dirt and nasti-
ness of political life. For my part, I
shall never agree to drag woman from
her present high position, down to active
participation in politics. I will not drag
her from that elevated position in which
she is at present, and I shall vote
against this motion to-night, I put the
case on this one argument, and this
argument I think is sufficient. If you
extend the franchise to women, you must
also extend to them the privilege of
sitting in this House. You cannot get
beyond that position. Any elector of
this colony is capable of representing a
constituency in this House; and I strongly
defended this principle when the Consti-
tution Bill was before us in 1889, that
whoever we gave a vote to should he
qualified to sit in this House. If you
extend the franchise, I donot care whom
to, that person, male or female, must
have the corresponding privilege of being
elected a member. Will anyone consider
that it is possible for « woman to he
brought into this Assembly ? Ti was
never intended to be so by the Creator of
woman and man, and it is the merest fad
and nonsense to think of it. Will hon.
members contemplate seeing their wives
or daughters or sisters sitting in this

|
|
|

together in the refreshment room 7 The
character of men, I hope, will change;
and if it does not, you will be dragging
women down by letting them enter
polities. I say it with regret, but it is a
fact that woman could not mix with men
in the world of politics without having
her character affected and tainted for the
worse.  We shall not be improving, but
lowering her, by admitting her into
Parliament ; and for that reason mainly 1
disagree with the wotion submitted by
the member for Sussex. The mover
of the motion reckons that women would
have an influence in politics that would
tend to counteract something that he does
ot like. The precedents do uot support
his view. New Zeuland, as I have said,
33 going to admit women into the As-
sembly ; and what was the anticipation of
a good many of the people in this colony
when they heard of the experiment in
South Australia? They expected that
the votes of the women would drive cer-
tain elements out of political life—would,
in fact, remove men of a certain character
from the House. What was the result ?
These very men were reinstated, not cast
out, by the votes of the women. What
is the excnse given for this turn of events,
by those who supported the measure?
They say that it is not fair to puss judg-
ment on the women for that, because she
was grateful to those who gave her the
vote. An excuse of that sort is a fallacy,
because it simply shows that the votes of
the women were not cast with that judg-
ment and c¢alm deliberation and intelli-
gence we were led to look for, but they
were cast from a motive of gratitude
merely, which overbore all other senti-
ments of o moral character. On that
occasion she did wrong; did that which
she was pledged not to do. She was
tempted and did wrong, because an in-
stinet made her grateful. Therefore, we
find that on the first occasion in these
colonies in which the franchise has been
given, it was exercised in a certain
direction, not because it was the right
way to exercise it, but because she had a
debt of gratitude to pay. She misunder-
stood her duty; and the calm judgment
we expected to find in her was not shown.
I, therefore, think it my duty on this

Assembly, some in opposition, some be- | occasion to oppose the motion submitted
bind the Ministry or in the Ministry, and | by the member for Sussex.
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Me. THROSSELL:

laws which they have to obey; and itis
for that reason I support the motion of
the member for Sussex. I venture to say
that the proposal we are debating will
soon become law, not only in Australia
and New Zealand, but among every other
English-speaking people in the world. I
hope to live to see the day when our re-
spected Premier will acknowledgehis error
in this matter, and bring in a measure for
giving the franchise to all the taxpayers
of the colony of both sexes. I sincerely
hope this reform will come from the
Premier, and that he will admit the
extension of the franchise to women
is a wise course to take. I had the
pleasure of being in South Aus-
tralia a few months ago, when the
gencral election was procecding, and
when the whole of Australia was watch-
ing, with great anxiety, the way in which
the women would vote. I think I may say
the result has not been disappointing to
those who bave observed it. We know,
of course, there may have been mistakes;
but we know that the exercise of new-
found power is liable to abuse. T venture
to say that, in the future elections of
Sonth Australia, were women now have
the franchise, and in other places where
the franchise has been conferred upon
them, we shall not have to regret the use
which women make of the power given
to them. I deeply regret therc are mem-
bers here—whom I respect—who have
seen fit to reject this motion; but the
day will come when the tables will be
turned, and we, who are now supporting
the motion, will be in a glorious majority.

Mer. HARPER: The hon. member for
Nannine used an argument against the
motion to the effect that women should
not be given power when they have not
the physical force to carry out that power;
but the hon. member guite overlooked
the fact that there are two kinds of power
given to the human race, one being
physical, the other moral. Those who
recognise the present course of life in the
world must be convinced that the pre-
dominance of physical force is approach-
ing its end. All the nations are now
finding that, although they would per-
haps like to go to war, it is impossible to
do so against the moral forces that are
opposed to war. BDoral force is becoming
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more dominant every day. It has now
become so much a practical question
that two of the greatest nations on earth
are at the present time considering how
to settle differences by moral suasion,
and not by physical foree. Therefore,
from that we wmay argue that we
should do all we ean to encourage and
develop moral force. Surely we have
iIn women a great reserve of force,
which we have drawn upon very little
up to the present. There have been
many airy flights of imagination, in the
course of this debate, as to what will he
the result of the franchise if given to
women. I think the touchstone of all,
so far as my view is concerned, is this:
Isit right, or is it wrong ¥ Is it just, or
is it unjnst? If you say it is just, then
you may leave the future to take care of
itself.

Me. SOLOMON : On the last occasion
when this matter was brought forward
I voted against the motion of the hen.
member for Sussex; but since then there
has been a general election, and in my
candidature 1 placed the matter bhefore
my constibuents, and to a certain extent
they left it in my hands. In very many
instances, Lhowever, they approve of the
privciple of women’s suffrage, and I am
going to vote in favour of it to-night.
I do not think it is necessary to say any-
thing to the arguments that have been
used, because in other directions where
the votes of women have heen used in
Western Australin they have been of
great advantage. I would have liked to
ask the hon. member for West Kim-
berley if he would refuse to take the
votes of the women who helped to place
him in the highest civie position in the
country—that of Mayor of Perth. If,
in a case of that kind, the influence of
women voters was good, I feel sure that
in other directions the influence of the
female vote will pot be less good. Inm
fact, I have seen in many cases that,
where o family has been going almost
“to the dogs” in counsequence of the
actions of the father, the wmother has
taken the affairs into her own hands, and
placed them in such a position that the
family has been saved from ruin. It is
not in one case only, but I have seen it
in several cases in Western Australia,
that such a result has been broughtabout
by the good actions of a woman; and no
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doubt other hon. members have seen it
in other directions. I feel sure the in-
fluence that will be given by the votes
of women in this instance will be for the
general good.

Mzr. COOKWORTHY (in reply): I
wish to acquaint hon. members that T do
not suppose those who differ from me
and those who support me in this motion
have less regard for women than I have.
It is a difference of opinion, aud, of
course, we all have our differences of |
opinion. I think the Government have
made a great mistake in opposing this
motion, for I believe it is a great conser-
vative measure, und, if adopted, would
tend to keep the Premier for many years
in his honoured position, which, however,
I hope he will be able to keep without, it.
The great dread of this measure seems to
be that women should enter Parliament ;
but there is nothing in this motion ahout
entering Parliament.

M=s. InLiNewoRTH: You cannot keep
them out if you adopt the principle.

Mr. COOKWORTHY: In the London
County Council, which has a larger
income and wider influence than any
public body here, women are allowed to
vote and sit as members. From all I
have observed from that Coumcil’s pro-
ceedings, through the Press, I have not
noticed any objection to the admission of
women as members of that Council, or
to the way in which women assist in ad-
ministering its affairs.

Mg. Irtwaworra: They are elected by
ratepayers.

Mgz. Janes: What is the difference ?

Mer. COOKWORTHY : Yes; they are
elected by ratepayers, and the rafepayers
in London are a very large number of
people—much larger than the whole
population in this colony. We will say
those members are elected by the rate-
payers in London, and they hold honour-
able positions in that Council. From all
I have read in the home papers, I have
never observed anything to the prejudice
of those women who are members of the
London County Council, but I have ob-
served a good deal to their honour. Why
there should be such a dread of women
getting into Parliament in this colony I
cannot understand. Are hon. members
afraid of t.he influence of women? Why,
if woman is worthy to be elected, she
would be the pick of the electors; and j
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what objection could there be fo her
sitting alongside of us? If this House,
or any other House elected under that
franchise, chose to elect a woman a8 a
Minister, why not? It would be simply
because members thought she was fitted
for the post, and theré could be no
objection that I can see to it. Not that
I think it would be at all likely, and no
provision need be made for their entering
this House ; but that is beside the point.
As the hon. member for Beverley put it,
the question is: is it right and is it just?
I consider it is hoth right and just; and,
believing it will be a conservative
measure, and that it will strongly support
the Forrest Ministry, that is the reason
why I have introduced it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: A very good reason,
on your side.

Question put, and declared by the
Speaker to be carried on the voices.

Division called for, and taken with the
following result i—-

Ayes ... 12
Noes ... 14
Majority against ... 2
AYES. NoEes
Mr, Cookworthy Mr. Burt
Mr. Horper Sir John Forrest
Mr. Hig Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. James Mr. George
Mr. Moss Mr. Hooley
Mr. Randel Mr. Lefroy
Mr, R. F. Skoll My, Loton
Mr. H. W. Sholl Mr. Monger
Mr, Solomon Mr. Moran
Mr. Throssell Mr. Phillips
Mr, Traylen Mr. Piesse
B, Simpsou (Teller). Mr. Richnrdson
Mr. Yenn
Mr. Iilingworth {Tellsr).

Motion negatived.

PROPOSED PURCHASE OF PERTH
WATER WORKS.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

The following Message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor, which had been
presented by the Premier on the previous
day, was now taken into consideration :—

“In accordance with the provisions of
 Bection 67 of the Constitution Aect, 1889,
“ the Governor recommends to the Legis-
“ lative Assembly that an appropriation be
“made out of the Consohdated Revenue
“Fund, for the purpose of an Act to
“provide for the purchase of the Perth
“Water Works; and also for making
¢ provision for thelr control and manage-
“ment, the payment of interest and sink-
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“ing fund, and for providing additional
“funds to add te, cxtend, and improve
“the present works.

“ Government House,
“ August, 1896.”

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the House go into com-
mittee for the consideration of His Ex-
cellency’s Message,

M=z, RB. F. SHOLL said this was a
matter which should be referred to a
select committee, as it meant the expen-
diture of a large sum of money; and he
asked whether this was the proper time
te move for that purpose.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member had better wait to
hear what he had to say in reference to
the matter, before making a motion.

Tee SPEAKER said the proper time
for moving to refer the matter to a
select committes would he when a Bill
was brought in.

Question put and passed.

Perth, 1lth

IN COMMITTEE.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) :
I beg to move that this committee
approves of the purchase, by the Govern-
ment, of the Perth Water Works for a
sum of £220,000. Tnmoving this motion
I have for my object the expediting of
the purchase of these works. Under ordi-
nary circumstances. no doubt it would
bave been quite as regular, if not more
50, to bave introduced a Bill to the
House; but, seeing that the purchase is to
be completed at once, Ladopt this method
of informing the Government as to the
wish of the House in regard to this mat.
ter. Tf the House approves of this motion
enabling the Government to conclude the
purchase, I will then bring down a Bill
dealing, not only with the purchase, but
also with the control and management of
the works. The Bill will not ouly antho-
rise the purchase by the (Government,
but it will also go very much further, and
deal with the control and management of
the works; so that hon. members, in
voting for this motion, must clearly
understand thatf, if it is carried by this
House—and it will probably alse be re-
ferred to the opinion of the Legislative
Council—then the Government will pur-
chase the works, and all we will have to
do, when the Bill comes before us, will he
to decide as to the best means of placing
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these works under proper maniagement
and control, and alse provide for the
rating, for the payment of interest and
sinking fund, and for many other
matters connected with their control
and management. As hon. members
are aware, it has been currently stated,
in the Press and otherwise, that the Gov-
ernment have heen asked by the Perth
City Council to purchase these works.
For a long time past there have leen
difficulties between the City Council and
the contraeting company in regard to the
supply of water; but I do not know that
it 18 necessary for me to-night to go into
the details of the agreement hetween
the contracting company and the City
Council, as no doubt most hon. members
are aware of that agreement; but under
it the City Council have a right to
purchase the water works, in a little
over three years from the present date,
at a fixed sum. That sum 1s £200,000,
plus what the company may have since
spent on the works, and plus one-third
more, but less a sum of £4,000, which has,
I believe, already been expended upen
further works. The Mayor of Perth in-
forms me that, if the City Council had been
able to purchase the works at the pre-
sent date, the price to be paid would be
between £215,000 and £220,000, or
something like that. It is easy to arrive
at the amount, becanse, £200,000 being
the fixed price, all they would have to
add is the cost of the works that have
been constructed since the agreement
was made, plus one-third. Hon. members,
of course, know that the City Council
have no right to purchase until some
three years from the present fime. The
Government have for a long time past
had this matter under consideration.
We have been approached on several
occasions by the City Council, but we
have shown a reluctance to deal with the
guestion. But at the present time
being, as the hon. member for the
Gascoyne bas told you, liable to pressure,
and coatinually Dleing pressed to deal
with ihe question, we have at last agreed
to come to the assistance of the City
Council, and the City Council have
handed over to the Government the whole
of their rights under the contract with
the Water Supply Company—all their
rights, title, and interest in the agree-
ment, and have left the whole matter to
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the decision of Parliament. They bave
agreed, in writing, to leave the whole
question connected with these works to
the House, und have agreed to the pur-
chase being made for this amount of
£220,000. They bave agreed to bund
over to the Governinent, and to abide by
the decision of Parliament, all their in-
terests in the agreement aud in the water
works, and in every way leaving to Par-
Lhament the decision in regard to the
manner in which these works should be
controlled and carried on. The Perth
Water Supply Company lhave, on their
part, agreed to sell to the Government
the whole of their interests in these
works, and in the agreement with the
City Council, for the sum of £220,000,
which will include all their property,
treehold land, pipe-tracks, dams, and
everything they have got, with the excep-
tion of new material and new stock 1n
hand, which latiter are worth about
£1,000. These are to be bought
over at cost price, plus 10 per cent.,
making the purchase price about £1,000,
or something more than £1,000, for what
is really outside the agreement. T may
say the Government have made no agree-
ment with either the City Council or
with the company. We come to this
House in order that the House may
decide whether the Government shall
enter into this business or not. We
recommend the House to agree to the
proposals of the City Couuncil, and
also the proposals of the company.
Now it might be contended by some
people, with some force and right
on their side, that £220,000 is a price
more than the works would cost to
construct. T am prepared to admit that.
I am prepared to admit that it would
not, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, cost as much as £220,000 to
place the works in the position they are
m to-day. But we are not able to look
at the matter from that point of view.
We have to look at it from the point of
view of the agreement existing between
the City Council and the company, and
also the value of the works as a yoing
concern, taking into account the revenue
received from the works at the present
time, and the amount which is likely to
be received from them very soon. Atany
rate, we arein this position, that we either
have to accept these works for this
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amount, or have to leave them alone ; and
hon. members will be able to judge and
decide for thenselves whether they will
follow the Government in the recommen-
dation now made, or whether they will
vote otherwise. We have been careful to
place ourseives in the position of not
being in any way bound, and, therefore,
we are perfectly free to deal with this
question in any way. The only thing
that we do is to recommend to the House
that the purchase should be completed.
T would kike to tell hon. members what
we propose to do, if this moftion is
adopted. First of all we propose, if we pur-
chase the works, to introduce a Bill provid-
ing for the control and management of the
works; and we shall propese to place
these works under a beard. Hon. mem-
bers will have an opportunity of deciding
the number of members to be upon that
board, when the Bill is introduced. Itis
intended that there shall be no profit
whatever aceruing to the Govermmnent
over the transaction. I may mention
this, as it scems to be the impression of
some persons that the Governwent wish
to make a profit out of the works for the
Consolidated REevenue. We have no such
idea as that. Our only object is to assist
the city of Perth and the surrounding
suburbs, by giving them a better and
larger supply of water than they have at
the present time, and to place the whole
matter of water supply on a more satis-
factory basis for the citizens. The Gov-
ernment have no other object in view
than that; and we do notintend that one
single penny of revenue received from the
works shall go into the public exchequer,
but that it shall be expended for the
improvement of the works and the benefit
of the citizens, The works, however, will
be required to pay their way, and to do
everything necessary at their own cost.
The Government. do not propose that one
single penny from the public exchequer
shall be expended on these works. The
works will have to stand on their own
ground, and he made to pay; but when
they pay more than is necessary for pro-
viding sinking fund, interest, and main-
tenance, then the board of control will
have the power, with the approval of the
Governmment, to reduce the water rates.
The Government will provide the money
for the purchase of the works, and alsu
for extending and adding to the works,
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and will charge the outlay against the |
sinking fund. The sinking fund is a |
matter which hon. members will have to
express an opinion upon, but I think it
should be certainly 1 per cent., if not
2 per cent. I think that probably, |
considering all things, it will be wise to
place the sinking fund at 2 per cent.,
although this detail has not yet been
fully worked out by the Government.
I have given instructions myself to the
Parliamentary draftsman to prepare a
Bill, and it will show hon. members the
plan I propose to adopt in regard to pro-
viding the purchase money for the works,
and alse for the paymens of interest and
forming a sinking fund. It is proposed
that the whole of thesc matters shall be
authorised by the board which will be
appointed by the Government, and that
the City Council may be represented on
it in some way. I do not think the
board will be a very large body. Prob-
ably, of the City Council, not more than
the Mayor of Perth will have a seat on it.
At any rate, thut is a matter we can talk
about hereafter, Parliament will be asked
to authorise the board to borrow the
purchase nroney--probably not less than
£300,000—from the Government; and
the board will be nuthorised to give negoti-
able bonds to the Government for the
amount. The bonds will be secured on
the water rates; the Government will
Loy these bouds from the board at par
with Savings Bank funds; and the hoard
will have to pay the interest and the
sinking fund upou the money. It may
occur to some people that it is not a very
good thing for the Savings Bank funds
to be invested in these water works. I
do not. agree with that, for I think it is
an excellent investment for those funds.
There can be no risk to the Savings Bank
whatever, because the funds of the bank
are secured on the Consolidated Revenue
of the colony. I may say that, looked at
from the point of view of the Savings
Bank, it will be an excellent thing for
that bank to bhe able to invest a consider-
able amount. of money in this way. We
have at the present time a verv large
sum of money in the Savings Bank—
about £380,000 —uninvested, or, rather,
I will not say uninvested, because it is -
lodged at o bank of deposit, where we are
getting interest. I may tell hon. |
menhers thut the interest we are getting °
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is at 3% per cent. on £50,000, and for the
balince we are getting 2  per cent.
Money is accumulating in the Savings
Bank, and the purchase of the Perth
Water Works would be an  excellent
opportunity to invest the £300,000 that
will be named in the Bill. I may state
that, owing to the large amount of money
we had in the Savings Bank last year,
accruing through the increased amounts
which depositors are able to pay in, the
Saviugs Bank did not, in fact, pay its way
last year. The interest was fixed at 3% per
cent., and we could not then invest such a
large amount, hecause we are restricted
to lending not wore than one-third of the
Savings Bank funds upon freehold
property. and we were not able to invest
at a payable rate so much money as the
bank had ut the time. As I learned
from the Under Treasurcr, the transae-
tions of the Savings Bank last year
landed the colony in a loss. That will
not be the case next year if we invest
this money in the way now proposed,
as the rate of interest now paid to the
investor is 3 per cent. Therefore
such iovestment would be a good
thing for the bank, and, at the same
time, a good thmg for the State. In
looking at this purchase of the water
works from a commercial point of view,
as to whether it will pay and as to
whether 1t is likely to pay, T can inform
hon. members that the revenue received
from the water works for the year 1894-95
—and I gy mention that their year
commences in November and ends in
October—was £7,382, and the amount
received for the eight months of this year
has been £6,937; therefore, the income
which the company will receive for the
financial year ending October in this
year will be somewhere about £10,000.
Hon. members know as much as I do
ahout the income from the water works,
and about the income that is likely to
come from this supply in the future; but
the Government are quite sure of this,
that the income from the water works this
vear will be something like £10,000, and
it ig likely to be much greater next year,
especially if we can, in the interval, lay a
larger pipe some portion of the way, so
as to inc¢rease the supply of water during
the summer months. There is no doubt,
I think, that in the early days of the new
board of management there will be a
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great deal of expense required for the
improvement of the works., Therefore
the board of management will have to be
very careful, because the interest on
£300,000—-which total is made up of
£220,000 for the purchase of the works
and £80,000 for mprovements—will be
at 4 per cent. interest and 2 per cent.
ginking fund, amounting together to
£18,000 a year ; therefore, as T have said,
the board, for the first year or so, will have
to be very careful to make ends meet;
but in a short time the water works will
be reproductive and be a paying concern.
I hope that hon. members will agree with
the Government that the board should
be given power to extend the water works,
80 as not only to adequately supply the
city of Perth, but also the suburban
areas surrounding the city. And, as I
have said, there will also be power given
in the Bill, subject to certain contin-
gencies (that is, when they get more cash
m hand than the hoard require), to
reduce the water rates, with the approval
of the Government; but I cannot hold
out any hope to the citizens of Perth that
there will be a reduction immediately.
It seems to me there is a general wish
that these water works shall be made
sufficient for the demands of the city and
suburbs, and I de not think the people
will desire that there shall be any re-
duction in the rates for some time to
come. At any rate, we desire that they
shall get a good and sufficient supply of
water. I have already said that the
Government do not undertake this matter
because they waut to do so. We would
much rather have nothing to do with it.
If all things were satisfactory, if the City
Council and the company were able to
get on well together, and if the water
supply was suffictent, of course it would
be very much better for the Government
not to have anything to do with this
matter. As I have said, we resisted
taking this action for a long time; we
refused to come to the rescoe; but we
have now got past that stage, and we
ask the House to approve of these
proposals. I do not know that I can
say much more in regard to thia matter.
There is not very much to tell the people.
The agreement hetween the company
and the City Council is well known to
hon. members—TI have copies of it in the
papers before me—but the points which
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really concern us are not very numerous.
‘The City Council have not the right to
purchase for three years, and when they
do purchase they will have to pay the
amount that is named in the motion, or
even more if the company do, in the
wmeantime, expend more on the works.
I think that, looking at the purchase as
a commercial undertaking, 1t will pay.
I think it will pay the city, and I think
it will be no tax whatever upon the people
of the colony. I do mot think the city
will have to pay any more for its water
than it does at the present time, and
there is a good chance of its paying less.
This matter has, of course, received a lot
of attention from the people of Perth, as
well as from everyone who is interested
in tt. They all see that, having regard
to the expansion of the city and the in-
crease of population, the present appli-
ances of the water works are not sufficient.
They also seem to desire that this com-
pany should not be able to make a lot of
money out of the cilizens. I would like
to say this of the company, that they
undertook these works at a time when it
was not so easy for large works to be
undertaken as 1t is now., Things were
not so good as they arenow. Money was
scaree when the company undertook these
works. There is no doubt that the sum
we propose is more than the cost of
the works; but we should remember that
the company have never made a sixpence
profit out of them, and that they have
had to go through bad times during the
lust few years, and through the finaneial
troubles which we have all experienced
more or less. When we consider that
they have had to go through those troubles,
that they have never received one farth.
ing out of those works, and that they
have had to pay a lot of interest for
accommodation, as T have no doubt they
have, I do not expect that, when every-
thing is paid up—although I have no
authority for saying this, and T only
speak from my knowledge of the circum-
stances of the case—there will not be
much profit to the company on the works,
That being so, we can feel pretty well
assured that no one is making much
profit out of the purchase. I think, as
a commercial undertaking, the proposal
is a fairly good one. The £10,000 of
revenue for this year will be very much
greater next year, under the new rating
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of city property. I do not kmow what
the new rafing will bring in, but I expect
the ¢ity’s revenue from rates will be con-
siderably wore than at present.
ever, I have no doubt it will he wholly
required in order o meet engageinents.
We will require an increased supply for
the e¢ity, and I hope we shall be able to
increase the revenue. The proposal of
the Government is now before the House.
We ask you to approve of the purchase
of these works by the Government for
the sum of £220,000; and, as soon as
that is approved, the Government will
pay the money and get the works, and
we will then come to this House with a
Bill for their management. Hon. mem-
bers can then discuss fully the Bill that
we will present to them. I should like
to be clearly understood as to what we
want. Wewant authority to purchase the
rights and property of the Water Supply
Company. The purchase will then be
made, and a Bill will be introduced
as soon as possible providing for the
management and control of the works
and of the water supply. I beg to move
the motion standing 1 my nawme.

Mr. GEORGE: As the oldest member
of the City Council in this House at the
present juncture, I beg to thank the
Premier for the way in which he bas intro-
duced this motion. T believe that in the
minds of the majority of the citizens of
Perth, the action of the Government in this
matter is the logical outcome of the
action that they have taken in regard to
supplying the Eastern goldfields with
water. It is certain that the Perth Water
‘Works should not be in the hands of the
City Council, for I am sorry to say the
City Council have not given the country
proof of their ability to manage such an
undertaking ; but, at the same time, the
water supply should belong to the public,
in order that a private company may
not be able to levy blackmail upon new
centres of population in the neighbour-
hood of the city. I am astonished to
hear that the revenue from the water
works last year was only £6,937. It
would have been more than that had the
new valuation been made in time for the
levying of last year’s rate. As to the
question whether the Water Supply
Company will make any money out of
the sale, that need not trouble hon.
members, for whether it loses or makes
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is no concern of this House. The agree-
went with the Water Supply Company

" is the only thing we have to deal with.

How-

In my opinion, the company will not
make anything out of the works; and,
whatever the opinmion of hon. members
may be as to the original cost of the
works, there is no doubt the water supply
of the city has been carried on for the
last five or six yeurs at a considerable
loss. If the Government or the Council |
had started those works, there would
have been something to make up for loss
every yvear. The main question 15 that
we want the water, and there iz no
guarantee that we will get it, unless the
improvement of the works is taken in
hand at once. 'Whether the short supply
of water is the fault of the City Council
or of the company is not the question
that the House has to deal with. What
we have to face is that the city requires
more water than the pipes can bring
down, and that it is necessary for the
Government to buy the works and spend
money on improvements, so as to bring
suffient water from the main reservoir.
Therefore I thank the Fremier for the
motion he bas introduced. With regard
to the constitution of the board, I hope
the Premier will reconsider the point of
giving only to the Muyor of the city a
seat on that board. I trust that the
Premier will be able to see his way to
giving the City Council two representa-
tives on the board. I think the City
Council are entitled to that, and I hope
the Premier will accede to the suggestion.
As to the City Council not having the
right to buy the works for three years, it
is not to be supposed the company would
not sell them to the Council before that
time, if the Government would only pro-
vide the purchase money so that the City
Council could purchase. The City Council
have placed themselves unreservedly in
the hands of the Government in regard io
the purchase of the works, and T hope the
Government will consider the question of
giving them two members on the board
of control; for, considering the large
interests of the City Council n the water
supply, I think they should have a dual
membership in the control of this im.
portant undertaking.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: While I am not
taking up & position antagonistic to the
purchase of the water works, I think
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the motion goes farther than it is in-
tended to do. We are leaving a great
deal too much to speculation, by com-
mitting ourselves to buy the works at
£220,000, when, according to the agree-
ment, the City Council might be able to
purchase them for less than that sum.

Tre Premier: The City Council have
o right fo purchase at all for three
years.

Mer. R. F. SHOLL: I take it that is
50, but the Premier said the Mayor had
given him certain figures, and T should
like to kuow how the Mayor arrived at
those figures as to what the purchase
money shouald be.

THE PREMIER:
agreement.

Mi&. R. F. SHOLL: The criginal
agreement is that the company must pro-
duce their books. I may be wrong, but
that is my impression.

Tue PrEMIER: You are wrong,
price is fised under the agreement.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: But the proposal
goes farther, by making provision for the
control and management of the works,
the payment of interest and sinking fund,
and providing additional funds to add to,
extend, and improve the present works.
Surely, before we commit ourselves to
that, we should know the extent to which
the works are to be improved, and the
amount of money it will cost.

Tue PremMIEr: £80,000 more, 1 sup-
pose, we shall want.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: If we buy these
works we shall huve to pay for the
upkeep, so that I think the lutter part of
the motion is unnecessary.

Tre PREMIER : That is not before the
House now.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: The first object
is to get the works, and then we will
afterwards deal with other aspects of the
matter. The Government are taking the
proper course in purchasing the works,
and I have not the slightest intention
of opposing the purchase; but T think
that the Government should see that they
were placed in the same position as the
City Council with regard to the purchase
of the water works. They should not pay
more than the City Council would be
called upon to pay.

Turg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
cxplained that in 1889 the agreement
with the Water Supply Company was

Under the original
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entered into, and it gave the City Council
the right of purchase within three months.
If that right of purchase was not acted
upon, it would lapse till the period he-
tween the 10th and 25th years of the
contract. The 10th year would not come
in until 1899, and until that time (three
years hence) the City Council had wo
right to purchase. Mewmbers would see
that £200,000 was the fixed amount
arrived at, by adding one-third to the
capital of the company. Since that sum
of £200,000 was arrived at, the company
had spent £14,000 or £15,000, and, add-
ing a third to that, they would be entitled
to nearly the amount now demanded for
the water works-—£220,000. The com-
pany were not bound to sell, and the City
Council wanted to buy; so, between the
two, he did not think this would be an
unreasonable sum to pay.

Mr. A, FORREST said the water works
question bad presented many difficulties,
and the City Councll during the past
three years had had great trouble with the
company, there being threats of litigation
and always quuwireling. The agreement
originally made by the citizens, through
thetr representatives in the City Council,
was fraught with evil to the people. It
was a most dangerous agreement—one
of the worst agreements ever made. It
added 33 per cent. to the capital of the
company in order to arrive at a price for
the works, No one had any idea at that
time that the colony was going to move
so quickly; but things werc altered now,
and the proper course was being taken by
the Government proposing to purchase
the works. The matter was one that any
commercial man could look into, and
could see his way to pay interest on the
principal and sinking fund out of the
probable income, after clearing working
expenses, It had been notorious, during
the last four or five years, that the City
Council dared not increase its valuation
of city property. It wonld have been
more than their positions were worth for
the councillors to rate property on its true
value ; because, under the agreement with
the company, they were bound to levy a
shilling rate for water, and the higher
the valuation of property, the greater the
revenue to the company. He expected
the revenue would be at least £10,000 for
the current year. The Premier had
stated that these wuter works were heing
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taken over in the interest of the city, and
that the Government did not wish to
make any profit out of them. It wus
known there was plenty of water in the
dams on the ranges, but the company
were not In a position to spend £50,000 ‘
or more in laying an additional pipe ; and,
at the same time, it would not be wise to |
wllow the company to spend this £50,000, |
because then there would be added to it
the 33 per cenb. when the Council desired
to purchuse. Members who represented
the city and the other districts of the
colony would congratulate the Govern-
ment on the bold stroke they had taken,
in deciding to purchasc the water works,
Mr. JAMES expressed his deep thanks
to the Government, on behalf of himself |
and his constituents, for having taken
this matter in hand. Those who hud had
expertence in the City Council must have
come to the conclusion that it was necus-
sary these water works should be in the
hands of the Government, for they
were intended to serve not only Perth,
but the suburbs. When first the con-
tract was made, provision was put in
that the Council should pay the company,
in the case of a purchase, the amount of
the capital, plus a third; but there was
no provision iu the contract as to what
the amount of eapital was to be. After
the works were completed, and the third
added to the cost, it was estimated that
£200,000 woold be, roughly speaking, a
fair purchase price. Further extensions
had been made, and the City Couuncil a
little while back had reckoned that, if
they purchased then, the price would be
about £218,000. But even at £220,000,
if the City Council had bad the money,
they would have been glad to purchase
the works, because they recognised it
would be a paying investment, and that
the works would pay handsowely, By
the Government purchasing at the price
named, the interests of the country would
be conserved, and the works would earn
interest in addition to working expenses.
He was glad to hear from the Govern-
ment that they did not intend to use
their ownership of these works for the
purpese of making money. He hoped
that, when the House came to constder
the details of the Bill, they would bear
in mind the intcrests of the city, and
give due consideration to the city on any
board that might be formed. He could |

t
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assure members that the price was not
an unfair one, and that at this price the
city of Perth alone, by its water rate,
would pay a good interest. It would be
by vo means a losing investment. He
had expressed the view, therc and else-
where, that these works cught to be in
the hands of the Government, because it
was necessary to look to the interests of
the growing suburbs around Perth. If
the works bad got into the hands of the
City Couneil, the interests of the suburbs
would have been made subservient to the
iuterests of the vity. By tuking the
matter up now, the Government would
be deserving well of the city of Perth;
and he tendered his personal thanks, as
a ratepayer, and also the thanks of the
constituency he represented.

M=r. SIMPSON said he was glad the
Government had decided to bny the
water works He had always held the
opinion that those water works should be
obtained for the city, and he was glad to
see that action had heen taken to acquire
them. The only detail he should like to
see investigated was the price of £220,000.
He had reason to believe that price had
been *loaded,”’ and the Premier knew
that he (Mr. Simpson) bad at his back
facts in support of that statement. He
again said that he had reason to believe
this purchase price wasu *“ loaded * price,
but pessibly it would bear investigation.
The company were probably in a position
to say that was their price, and that they
would not take less. Even if that were
the case, the malter would have to be
dealt with on the price asked by the
company, and he hoped the purchase
would be completed at the earliest
moment. He trusted there would be a
board appointed that would give satis-
faction to everybody connected with the
concern, down to the smallest ratepayer,
and that the board would be representa-
tive of all the interests, and not be ap-
pointed on the lines followed in other
colonies.

Mer. LOTON said those gentlemen who
bad been members of the Perth City
Council for the last seven or eight years
had not a very rosy time in connéction
with these water works. The trouble had
begun with the making of the agreement,
though it was hardly worth calling an
agreement, for the provisions were all on
ong side, and against the city of Perih.



372 Proposed Purchase:

The time had now arrived when these
water works must be purchased in the
interests of the city. Tt seemed, from
what the Premier had stated, that the
City Council could net, as a right, pur-
chage under the agreement for three
vears. The Government, however, had
taken the matter in hand, and he under-
stood the company had stated the price
they would accept, and the Grovernment
would have to pay it or fail to complete
the purchase. It was probable that, if the
matter were gone carefully into, it would
be found there was not much profit in
the transaction for the company. He
did not think, from the knowledge he
had of the company in the early stages
of the work, they had kept a very strict
account of the expenditure. They had
an object in doing that: they wanted to
fix the cost of the work as high as they
could, and then add the 33 per cent. to it.
The question was a very simple one. It
was whether the House was 1 favour of
the purchase of the water works, with
the object of increasing the adequacy of
the works and giving a permanent supply ;
and when this permmanent supply was got,
it would have to be made to pay interest,
and sinking fund, and working expenses.
He was glad to support the motion, in
order to get rid of this incubus; but he
was not able to say whether this would
be a profitable undertaking at the outset.
He was inclined to think the board would
have to have its wits about it in order to
make ends meet at the start. If the
Government wished to purchase the water
works, they would never have a better or
more favourable opportunity than the
present; therefore he was heartily in
accord with the motion.

Mr. RANDELL said he could not let
this motion pass without saying a few
words as one of the members for the city.
He desired to copgratulate the Govern-
ment on having arrived at the present
stage in that very important matter. He
hoped the step had not been taken too
late for the GGovernment to make Detter
provision for supplying the city with
water next summer, With regard to the
price fized, the Government were willing
to give £220,000, and he took it that it
was better to pay this amount than not
to make the purchase. He was pleased
to find that a board was to be appointed
to undertake the management of this
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great work; and no doubt the chairman
of the board would be a paid officer,
for they could not expect an honorary
board to discharge the onerous duties of
managers of the water works. He also
gathered that the Mayor of the city
would be, ez officio, 2 member of the
board; and it was not likely that the
Mayor would be a paid member of the
board. The chairman of the hoard
should be a man of considerable ability,
and would need also to bhe a man
of strength of character. He would
like to ascertain whether the Premier
thought it possible, by the end of Janu-
ary next, to have a larger pipe laid
between the water works and Perth,
as be had renson to believe the present
pipes would be utterly inadequate for the
wants of the city during the summer
months. The water in the main reser-
voir ‘was ample for the supply of the
city, but the main supply pipe was too
small. He was glad the Government
had taken the action they had, as it
would be for the good of the city. He
had given his vote agaiost the works
being purchased on a previous occasion,
because he thought the City Couneil
were not the proper body to have the
control of the works.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported to the House, and
the report adopted.

Ordered—That the resolution be for-
warded by message to the Legislative
Couneil, for their concurrence.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1053 p.m.,
until next day.



